
Original “Agreement of Consolidation” Document 

The following document, in which most of the owners of water rights in Grand Rapids and 
Centralia upstream of the bridge, agreed to consolidate was signed on July 16, 1894, and 
is recognized as the beginning of The Consolidated Water Power Company and thus CPI. 
The agreement was noted in minutes and officially recorded later and sometimes one of 
those dates have been given through the years as the beginning. Since the new company 
was in litigation almost from the start, it is probably posssible to defend any given date. 
But since most of the original water power owners signed, or had proxies sign, we recognize 
the July date of this document as the beginning of the consolidation. 

As explained in the preceding pages, thii was not an easy birth. Even after the Supreme 
Court ruling and the sales of the Nash property, some loose ends existed late into the 20th 
century. These, to the best of our knowledge, have all been cleaned up. 

It is on the following pages then that the beginning of Consolidated rests. At the time of 
the signing, water power for milling, electricity and sawing were the main concerns. After 
the turn of the century, men of great vision realized the potential for paper production and 
Consolidated turned to that. As the saying goes, “the rest is history.” 
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owners 0r lands 8nd riparian rights and wat or 

-l- 

..p&eis’at Grand Rapids and Centrrlia, Wood County, Wis8onsin, 

.- feeiing that the water-power at said Citiee would be of more value 
,’ 

if conoolidated and improved upon one general plan, with referenae 

to the value of the whole wqterspower, do hereby, for the purpose 

of eonsdlidation, agree each with the other, and each in consider- 

ation of the agreement of the other, that we will convey all our 

interest in the said lands, riparian rights and water-power, 

inoluding the d&as and mills, mill flumes, mill maohinerp and 
I 

pdraonal property, now in use ih eonneotion with*‘kkid milie and 

said mill machinery, except merchant-&oak, teams, sleighs and 

wagons, to a corporation to be rormed and to be oalled, Consolidat- 

ed Water Power Company, and to take in oonsideration of suah 

donvefanoe and for the same such share ih the stoek of said 

rorporation as shall be apportioned to. each of us by a board of : 

arbitrators, on aaeount of our reapeetive separate interests and 

ownership in said landa, riparian rights and water-power, onld 
f 

other property above speaified, 

. . The lands, r,iparian rights and water-power, mills, machinery .' 

and property olalmed to be held by eaoh of the undersigned, and to 
-..: ,.<. . ,, -. ,-.-. .\.._ -.:. ___ _, ” . :., * . 
whioh properties this agreement haa reierenoe, are partiaularly de- 

scribed in a schedule marked wA*, against the names of the 

.rdepe&ive claimants, together with all the inaumbrances to which 

dame is subject, and this agreement has no referenoe to any ii2-4 
. i ‘*c 9 ,. 

property owned by the subscribers hereto than suoh as is referred 

to as the property of sueh subscriber in such eohedule. 
* 

Suoh board of abbitratore shall consist of Three (3) 

pb/trators, Peter R. Whom, T. W. Otiison of Appleton, Wisgonsin, I 

s” 11 
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and Frank T. Russell of Neenah, Wisconsin. 

‘I 
We agree to abide by the decieion of said board of arbitrators 

and to take such amount of stock in said corporation as sueh board 

shall award to eaoh of us on aaeount of our conveyanoe of our 

I interest in said properties. 

I It is further understood and agreed that each of us shall use 

j his respective property free of rent, by paying taxes on the same 
I 
I from the date of this agreement until thirty (30) days after notioe 

that the corporation so to be formed wishes to take possession oP 

said property for the purpose of improving the same, but not exoeed 

. ing Twelve (12) months from date of the award of the arbitrators. 

, 

’ Each of the parties hereto, hereby agreea, that all his atoak 

in said corporation to be formed shall be pledged to said corpor- 

I 

ation to be formed, end that such oorporation shall have a lien 

upon the same as aeourity for the payment and discharge of all 

liens, mortgages and incumbrancee of any kind upon the property 

of auoh party subscribing hereto, If anyb 

The oonveyence to be made in execution of this agreement, 

shall be made when cal led for by the company to be formed, avd 

shall be deeds of warranty, except as to incumbranc es therein 
- 

epeoified, with abetraat of title thereto, and the arbitrators 

shall determine what liens or inaumbrancea or mortgagee exist 

against property of any of the parties to this agreement, to secure i 
I 

the aatiafaotion and disoharge of whioh, the etoak of the reapeat- ; 

ive owners shall be pledged to the aompanfV j 

The. said board of arbitrators shall place a separate valuation j 

Upon the Water-Whebls, shafting, machinery and mill buildings and ’ 

personal property of each of the Undersigned, not including the 

1 

1 
. 
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foundation. 

Upon giving Twenty (20) days notiee of his option after the 

I 
i \ , 
f 

publication of the xxx award of the arbitrators herein, earh of the 

undersigned who has, upon his land or estate sold, peraonal 

property or waterwheels, shafting, machinery or mill buildings, 

I 

i 
i 

/ 

shall have the option to keep suoh perxon#l property, rater-wheele, 

shafting, maohinery and mill buildings in the aggregate, and to 

remove the same from the land sold, providing the same be removed 

upon Sixty (80) days notioe from the company, unless otherwise 

agreed upon with said company. The same to be kept by him at the 

valuation fixed upon the ssme bg the board of arbitrators. 

Said board of arbitrators shall plaoe a separate valuation 

upon the water-wheels, ahfting and machinery appurtenant to and 

forming part of the electrio light plant of the Wisconsin Wood 

Pulp Company, and also upon the waterwheels, oharting and 

maohine y ap 
4-d /f&d 

urtenant to 
n-z- h& 

plant of Nash Brothers4 or 

exeroise their option to retain or remove their electrid light 

plant, machinery, wheels, shaft In& and buildsng, independently of 

their other movable property. 

The business of the aorporation to be formed, and to be oalled 

Uonkolidated Water Power aompanf, &all be limited and oonffned to 

the purohase and improvement of water-power and lands, the renting ; 

, aand sale of the ssme, and the sale of the personal property whirh I 
I 

I 

it my receive under this agreement, and not for the purpoee of 

manufacturing in any of its branahes. 

The expenses of the arbitration, making of surveys, and all 

I 

other expenses incidental to the aonaolidation of the said water 
! 

power, inoluding fees of at torneyr employed by them, shall be paid 

by the said Consolidated Water Power company, except that the I 



i . 

respeotive parties reto, ehall, at their own expense, furnish to 

said arbitrators abstrauts of title to their respective properties, 

and shall also furniuh them, free of charge, all suoh maps and 
a 

surveys of their repseotive propertiee as they now have. 

‘! Said .arbitrators are hereby authorized tozsush other or 

further marveyr of said properties to be made as in their judgment 

may be proper or neoessary, and to u~ploy hydraulia engineers and 

suoh other experts as they may deem advfaable, and alao to enploy 

attorneys and procure their, opinion on sny question that may 

arise in the oourse of said arbitration and to do any ad all 

other thinga neaessary or proper to fully and fairly aarry out the 

purpoaee of suoh arbitration. 

This agreanent shall &x not be binding upon either or any of 

the parties thereto until it is s i,gned and exewted by the 

following nmxed persons and eorporationn, to wit!- W. Be Yack,and 

C. A. Spander, Thomas E.-Nash and John L. Nash, - 

B. 0. Chandos, and B. 0. Chandos .as administrator 

of the X&ate of Marian L. Bentley deeeased, the Wisaonsin Wood 

Pulp Company I m ------------------------------------------------c 

the Grand Rapids Water,Company ths Pioneer Wood Pulp Company, 

- 

and when so signed and executed the same shall be binding upo$ 

eaoh and every of said parties and their repsactive legal 

representatives, heirs, suaeessors and assignsl, 

IN WITNBSS‘ WHERECF said parties have hereunto set their hatis 

ard seals and said corporations have each oaueed these presents ,9 

be simed by their respeotive presidents and seeretatiea . 

i 

i .I 
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duly and affixed their reppective rorporate 

-------(SEAII) 

!,,., ,,.+a--& “;“.y . . . f  
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