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street: it is now standing as an "ell part" to Curran hotel. Abram Brawley,
who came to Mill Creek in 1838, began a home here also il) 1843. George
Stevens, o( Belvidere, Illinois, in 1844, SLOPped his ox-wagons here, and
transferred his goods lO "dug.outs," on his way to Big Bull Falls. This
place, at the foot of a long slack-water in the Wisconsin, was a (avorable
point for trans-shipment from wagons to boats, and soon became known as
.. StevenS Point." A wllrehouse was an immediate necessity and Charles
M:tddyand Henry Mularky supplied this growing wan~ by erecting the third

~~~~~n~t~~~~'~r~~n~::I::~~;~:;I~d;'fiS~~~~i;~~~~~~da~d~:~~
first white woman in the limits of the present POrlage county. She still
lives at Stevens Point, bright, hale, and sixty.five. ke~ping house for her
sons. Her husband died in the rebel prison at Salisbury, NOrlh Carolina.
having been taken prisoner six days before the expiration o( his th~e years'
service.

The first allusion to Stevens Point in the records of the eounty board
was in gralltillg a license to H. W, Kingsbury, he having built a taVltrn 011
the south side o( Main street, in the winter of 1845. Several families and
a score of buildings con1>tituted Stevens Point in 1846. John Eckels,
preRnt sheriff, was a sturdypiolleer of 1840, and for thirty-two seasons lie
acted as river pilot. lie has frequently served his town :Mond counly il) an
official capacity. Among the first Ia.w)'ers was Elisha Morrow, who repre.

=:e~h~h~c~~r~fi~~~lt~\~ml.t.sl~~~it~~:o~~t;r"Su:;~~I;~mJ:n~~1w:'~i\~:
of New York. E. G. Bean was the first 10 act as m:tgistrate, and his fiN;t
official act was to perform the first marriage ceremony io Portage county.
Mr. J. R. Mi:chel :tnd t\liss Fannie Luther, hotn of Plo\'er, were by Esquire
Ikan united in holy matrimony on Chrisnn:ts day, 1842.

The supplies needed (or each (amllyor" camp" were hauled wilh o)[-teams
from Galena or Green Bay. The first !>toc!.s of goods for sale in Stevens

f~inll8~ret~:e~~~n~~:n~':sr~~~l:~ft;;e~rthl~;d.m~l ~;:t~V?~~~~~4~~
Fo)[ river, of Green b:lY. It was soon surveye{1 : immigration became r:apid ;
tradequickelled, and s!)Cculators llouri,hed. Before 1850, the county haJ
been divided into three townships, also three school Jistrlct~, each of exten.
sive area. The county commissiOners ill 1850 were B. "'. I'inch, S. H. Mer.
rill, and Wm. V. flemming.

According to the United States census, the state of Wisconsill, for the ten
years precedmg 1850, shows an increase in population of eight hundred and
ninety per cent. Stltvens Point in that time had passed (rom an uninhabited
fctresllO a thriving village, and was then (ully organited, with Abram Braw­
ley ..nd Orrin Maybee as sUpltrvisors, Ja.mes S. Young as town clerk. and Ira

~:;~'G~~~~":'hea~~tc~~.t:~~~~~d~\:~I~~li:,juts~i~eo~~t~io;:rar:;
the mails, that being the terminus of the post route. Even then the town
was a central poillt of business for Ihe pinery, and contained" three hOlels,
(our stores, two Jal.oQns, several blachmith shops, and carpente~ mill­
wrights. waj{oners, with many trader~, especially dealers in lumber and
shingles." A. G. Ellis came to the" Point" in 1851 from Green Bay. In
1853 he was appointed United States deputy surveyor. He has surve}'ed
one hundr~d and fi(ty.six townships in this state. The same year he was
appointed receiver for the Uuited States land office, just then opened at
Stevens Point. He has been mayor five terms. Wilh the opening of the

~:;g ~~:ei'!;~i~:,ityO~.~v~~~s\l~~~et~:;~f~:~~'r~~ntll~~ ~~~;~l~;;:~;~t~e':e~:~

~:~,r;h~~s:sm~fi~~~o~f~~,i:~:~~r\~~:~ftr:s~.~;~c~:n~~::edrt~r~~:~tge~~:
When the money crisis came. the Horicon scheme v:anished; yet the people
bled, receiving only dead stock in exchange (or bonds and mortgages and
deeds of conveyance-. In 1855, a fire swept away half the business part of
the lown, yet the same year Ste\'enS Poinl was on;anitC'd as a city, with
Wm.Scholleld as mayor, and C. B.Curtis as city clerk, and C. B.Jackson
as police justrce. The lumber business continued to increaM', and by 1868
the pinery products represented at Stevens J'oint were fully seventy-five
million feet. This year, by an act of the legislature, approved by popular
vote, this city became the county seat of Portage county. The same year a
court house, commodious and elegant, was begun, and when completed,
(urnished and heated three years afterward, cost nearly forty thousand
dollars. It is built of sandstone furnished from a quarry within the city
limits, and is all honor to the county.

NEWSPAPERS.

In January, 1853, A. G. Ellis founded the firzt ne"'~J>aper in the county
al Stevens Poinl. It was a democr1tic o':l;an" devoled to the interests of
Northern Wisnonsin," and named the IfIlflOnS;1J Pinny. N. V. Chandler
WlU publisher. In 1558 the paper passed into the possession of Caleb

Swal:i;~~~8~~:he:i:~~:::J:.rol.~~~~:,~:~ti~t~~~ocb;t~: L. Stout,
and continued by his son, F. Stout. Afterward it was cOndueted by E. B.
Norlhrup as Th~ Poinl, but suspended in t868.

The S/nHm Point JouFtlal was founded in IS6c) by E. B. Northrup,
and managed by him until 1873, when Edward McGlachlin pnrchased the
entire concern. The Journal is an eight-column folio. The present pro­
prietors are McGlachlin & ~imons;-

ScHOOl.S.

There are fOllr good public schools, with a' free high school, in the city,
supplied with cOlllpetent teachers and average buildillgs. The Catholics, in
1873, (ounded a parochical school under general charge of the resident priest,
Father Nicholu July. The four teachers are supplied from the Sisters at
Notre Dame, and annually instruct about two hundred and fifty pupils. Eighl
churches, with their efficient paslors, seek to promote the spiritual welfare
of the community.

All the professions are well represented. John Phillips. M.D., with his
gifted wife, settled at the Point in 184~t Mrs. ])hiJlips. is a poetess of con'
siderable note, remembered by her recent volume entitled" Under tbe

~~~~~;n,;~:a~~i:idT~~ ~y\~esi~u~~el~~;:l~o;n°t~eO~~~~la~.;k:tt~~
"'isconsin, upon a sandy plain elevated about ten feet above the river. and
is in 440 40' north latitude. Soft water is easily obl1ined (rom wells ten to

:;;~:I;i~:fl~e~~lii'I~1t~~~h~nlaff~r:~i~k~~~p~~ft;if:~r~n~r:uend'~:~r~?:l17~~
feet of logs. In the city limits are two f1our.mills, six saw.mills and seven
shingle. mills. The buildings are mainly wood, though good sandstone can
be cheaply procu.red in the county. The city has an efficient lire depart.
ment. The Drivlll~ Park association has well_fitted grounds.

J. D. McLean IS mayor, and Almanson Eaton attorney for the city,
which, they claim, now contains four thousand inhabitants. It is the largest
city Upoll the upper Wisconsin, and is the ehief distributing point o( sup.
plies (or the pilleries; All its industries are related to the lumbering
ITIterest.

Ca;net~:'clenr~ ~\V~ti~:c~~~:~i~, {~e:~u~~~~~h~U~~t~:~~h~j:~r~:
Rogers, circuit clerk; Ole O. Wogsl:tnd, register of deeds; Stiles H.
Vaughan, county surveyor; J. O. Morrison, superintendent o( schools;
Oliver H. Lamoreau)[, district attorney; G. W. Hungerford, coroner.

RAILROADS.

For several years the people felt that the wagon and the raft were too
slow and inadeCJllate me1ns of communication with the outer world, yet
they were suspicious of railroad projects. Tn 1861}, Judge Reed, of
rtlenasha, 'Vinnebago county, represented an enterprise which finally

STEVENS POINT.

There were nO buildings at this" point" prior to the fall of 1843, when
Matthias Mitchel erected a frame house al what is now the foot of Main
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named Toalleis or Little Sioux, to murder them. After the murder Little
Si(l~x was hallged on an 01k tree, one mile east of the village-\Valt~rVail
havlOg the satj,,(action of adjusting the rope around his ne<:k. "Iiller was
publicly whipped by Patrick Collins, and ordered by the viftilance commiltee
to leave the country, under pain of death. Collins was afterward killed by
Miller in San Francisco.

. The first steamboat built in Ihe St. Croix valley, or in Polk county, was
bUill at O~la, by Holmes & Cummings. in the winter of 1854 and 1855.

The village of SI. Croil( Falls was platted in 1845; J>'lint's lltldltion to
the same, AUl:u'lt 23. 1857 -the original survey being made by MaineT. M.
Chandler. O~la was plaued April 26. t8SS, by F. G. Murray'; Clam
Falls, July Ii, J8n. by John Ekwurtzell.

of Dane county (0 call an election of county ofJice~s, in Portage county. 011

the fourth Mondny in March, 18..z, to hold office until the first Monday in
Janu3.ry, IS.t]. My an locl of the legislature. approved May 31, IS-I-I.

~:~t~~g~~~l?S :'~I~~~~o:}Zt~dc t~:~~n~~~i~ii~~ d~ltlri~~un6/t~:ilii~~ d;;
of April of the same year, the people \'otw to accept the provi.sions of this
acl. and also voted on the location of a county seat. The nonh end of the
county triumphed. and PJO\'cr became the county seat, instead of the other
conte~lanr.Fort Winnebago, at the Wisconsin portage. The first election
of t:ountyofficers OCCUlTed on the founh Monday or~eplembe:r. 1544. There
were then elected for county commissioners, :Iolathias Mitchel, Benjamin F.
Berry, and Luther lIoUlth1en; sheriff, Nelson Strong; Ireasurer, John
&tten; while George Wplt was honored as circuit clerk, county clerk and
register of deeds. Court was first held at Plover, on the lirst Monday o(

.The first ele~t!on WIlS held at St. C~oix !"alls in 1844, (or territorial legis. April, 1845, in a house or store belon~ing to Keith & Miles. David Irwin,

;~It~v~h~~~~~;ys~~~~~~l~~a~~~~:g;tl~IC~~i~n~~l~;" b't,~~t ~~~h~ell~;:::a~l::! t::' J~~dr~': PDe:~~il~~,~u~,:~~;dC~\~)~'~~r~as~~I~I~:C~t ~~u:~:;a:.'1S B;o~~II:~
tion was held in November, 1853, There were then two voting precincts in from Portage county, byanact of February 3,1846, alld its northern, east·
the cuunty- Leroy and St. Croix Falls. Sixty.four VOles were cut. George ern and southern boundaries were the same as those of the Portage county

e::~tl~!a~vcas;r~:I~~~I:eci~~~~sf~~:l~~~~t;· ~~.~~ ~r~:~~~:r.°s~;~tff;e~~t~~ ~~r~~i8bY J~~;~dt~~~~~~s~~;?:e:wa~~U';:I~i';Sb;~'):~~; ~w~l~eb;il:h;
Clark, surveyor; huc Freeland, regiJHer of deeds; William Kent, treas- Menomonee Indi:tns."
urer; Ilarman Crandall, coroner; .Nelson McCarty, dislrict attUfney' and On the IlIh of March, 1848, all the territory in Portage county Iyillg
Isaac t:'reeland, clerk 1J:oJrd of supe~visors. The first meeting o( the ~unty southwest of the Lcmonweir and Wi.;consin rivers, was organited as Adams
supervISOrs was held 1TI Osceola ITI a house built by R. Webb. in which county. On the 4th o( March, 1849. Portage county :tgain lost territory
building the county offices were located (or many y~ars. At the first gen. amounting to twelve townships on the southeast which were attached to
eral election, in the f,:l1 of 1853. after the county was organiud, there was a MarquelleCOUllty. By an act of March 8,18-\9. all o( POrlage county Ihen
contest over the locallon of the county seat. A vote was tal.O;ll to remove it remallling south o( line between townships twenty and twenty.one, north
to Osceola. The record showsforty.two votes in favor o(the prorosition and in ranges two to nine inclu"ive, was apportioned to Adams. Columbi.. and
nOlle against it. The county records were then moved to O&<:eola. One SJuk counties. respectively; alld thui w:lSestablished, for the tirst time, the
rear after, at the fl:en~ral election ill t8S4, llllother vote wal taken to move southern boundary o( the present P...rtage county. This line issixty·six miles

:~~~k~~o~~· ~~~~~ ~naJlsfift~~~i~h~tfn\7aSv~~r~~-~:v:~g~~v~rm:fnr:~uO~~~I~t ~~r~~t~fi:~:;:r~~~~;~:~~l:~:;rt~f~;o~~~I:~~:~~:?'ii~:~(~.~ ~~~~~~~li~01:I~t6y:
where It has Slnce been loca.ted wilhout contest No county bUlldlllgs have On lhe 9th of Februry, 1850, Portage co~nty gave three-f~urlhsof its entire

k~o~~~o"n ~~~~~~IlgT~I\~r~tw~~~r~r;I~~ ~~~d ;~I?J~:~~:'llud:t~e~~~~~~ ~r~~ ~~cfl~~~~;~l~~~~~~~c~~g~~~.~~tl:;~'n;hhi;~I:het;~~~:icxeda~~l;~t;~~i~~ \""0
0

tl~~
The seSSIons were held 10 the school.house. Isaac Freeland was the first northern. hmlt?f the state. I he ~lne separatlllg townships twenty.five alld
attorney admitted to practice by the l.:ourt. Isaac W. Hale wu the county /lwentY_SlX, which. was then established as the Ilorthern boundary of POrlage
judge. county, has remallled unchanged to the present date. On the 27th of Feb--

MISCELLANEOUS. ruary, 1851, :tn addition of the five townships on Ihe easl in range ten. was
• F" mad~ to Portage county, whic~ then ~e~eh'ed it.s present eastern boundary,
. Osc~l.a was founded by the Kent brothers 1Il1854- They built the Ilrst and lTIc1uded forty.fi\·e townships. ! hiS wasdl~ded March 29, 1856. taking

~~~~~~~tl~ut~~~;~:.a;t~~~i)[~~I~::'fu~l~d~db~o~h:S~~l:::~~ ~::~:~~fO{V:;~tYTt;:o\~'~::n~~~ct:~~rt:;:~~~~r~hOellt~~~:s~ii~~ f~~':~
pany: and Clam Falls by Colonel Daniel 1". Smith. ship twenty-three, of range six, but during a special seuion of the legisla.

The county was named in honor of President James K. Polk. The I ture, the whole of lhat township was adlitned to Wood cOunty; and thus,

~:S;m~:~i;~I~~:I~~(~S;l;:~~~ b~t~~~~~.'f!=lbg::sn~'a~~~~~~~~a; l:ut:(~:a~,t~:;i~~~~~:::~~:~f~'it~~~~~es~~:t;e~~~::~I~~sc~:;:,whe:~f~~
falls In the nver opposIte the vdlage. Apple river was thus denominated undergone thirteen changes In twenty years.

~~~~~ aO:p~~:' t71~~t:a~~;ai~tii~~ ~~nki~~ ,~rl~:~r~:'r~::e~~d ft~I~~m~Y(r~~ EARL\' IIISTORY•.

~I~e ~I~~~~::~e0\t::~wl~~9~SI~~a~~~;t~( f~~rs~~I:::ate~I~i:~~v~~;d' :~U~t::a~~d (S 1~~: earJ~est k)i~t~:; of( tr~.region 11escribes i~ ~1belonging to th~ Slic

NaIlD~kr~ga:~~s ~:~U~l 1~~~~~~~:it:~~62 r:~f:~ount an .. . ~~led d~:vn. ~~m :a~~U~I~ Gr~e:~b~y, S? ~h=;~hetn ~rad~~~I;:~~se~!r~a e:t~;'
valley we~e threatened with an Indian raid. Th y dl the upped ~t. dCrol~ IIshed h~re, III the early part of the Illneteent~ ce~tury, Jt belonged to lhe

pared to ~efelld themselves, but were not moleste;. sett e~s arme an pre ka~ttelat'~~~'is~~da:fch;e~~~t:'~ni~~:~;6~~:~1n~~~:I~sd~0;~r7;,n~~~:~';i'I~~
b,uil~n ulp8)J;.l{Cr~i)[t\~J>~:1I~yb:~~a~:~o;~~ ~:r~sh~~;kt\}:~I':i.en~~a;~;:tt~: :~~e,~;~h::~~e,ofo;the~~~~o:si~h:)[tri:~~;nt~f~m ;::~tfa~~ss, iT ~'hat, is

~:.~~~~nr:;~e~~t~~;~h;mE~I~~~~~ i~;;:t;~a:n~Ce~~~~oC~~hT:;b~:: ~t=i~~~~detIOdY~over~ht' op<Dh~ionslorhthe IUt,nbeghrmen•. preVi?ush:~T:;'h~
Anlerican The desi n of th's com:a' b 'Id . S C . ,...,y s ra 109~ was t eon youse III t e enllre regIon. IS
J>~alls Th:y brought ~ut man; settle~,i:ut\lahe;ooneu~ea;s::~~ka~ba~do::'~ ~:;t :;S~~~t;:~~~nalnj9w~ ~~~rt!d~~i~e:b~~a~~;~::6':(!I~~h~aH~tha.
the;~~1:;~'ailroad in the nt th N rth W' . b'I' ati\!ineral Poin~. 'UP lO thistimeseulerswere but few. Thee;:ir~~e;::
June, 1574. It extends acr~uth~' so~the~st ~~erI':;~h~n':ua:ty,~~ tI~~ ~)~~::i~e~~ :~:~; ~h:s/:~:g:1 ~u~~;:.,~~;h~l~ed~~I~ w~hi~u~:~~~ui~dr::~
tOWIl of Black Brook, .for a distance of tlVeive ~lles. Immense deposits of I County, Abraham Urawlev, Horace Judd. John G. H~bard, Rich:ara Veeder
P~;I~~~~nt:I~~~on~I:~~s~I~;t?il~~~:' t~~ny ~OSSII.i. are to be found there, Gilb~rt COllallt,. Pet~r Bar.nard, Daniel Campbell, and James Harper. Th;

~Iso found near t~le limestone b~ds ~outh .01~o:C':,~:~of calcareous tufa are ~~~I;\~~f~~~l~:~io~sl~~I1:~~~;:,as!;'I~:I~~i~r~reall~il~~~t'~Sa~~rr::t:i~~~a~;~
thel~ab:~nu;~~~~!_~;v:nf~~lnth7'~~Il(~k::;:~~ntht htown °h <?sceo~'1, sObe of and the ~uildingo( mills began. :rhe first saw.mill erected wa~ u~n Mill
taken fro~ all t~eR mounds ~hat have beesn ~ ~e~~n Soe~~g~f t~Veebo~~~ creek, built by Abrahaln Brawley 10,1839. Perry & Veederoc~upled asite

are v~ry large, which WOUld. indiC:lte .that a race !:f people laq..-er than those ;~a:h:re~~:tas~~i::ili~ C~~~~t ~~li~I~~i't~ ~~:on~~i~ISOB:~~e sam~
who hve here now were bUried therem. HarPer built one the following year at McCreer's rJpidson 'Big Plove

e
; T~e

lumbering interests made t:lpid advances during I 40-1. 1>lills went up at
all the advalHageous points on the Wisconsin and ilS tributaries. For seve­
ral years tbe lumber manufactured found ready sale al Galena and

~:eb~~u!r~:;~~c~h~~so~~rS~a~~t:b~~~:s'~~~~u~~e~~;ss~~~~
Stowe, in 18-42. About this time, mtn began to caSt about for means of
obtaining supplies at a cost less than was incurred by wagoning them from
southern Wisconsin, or northern Illinois. This brought about a trial of the
soil. Some of the lumbermen befpn breaking the openings and planting
sOllie roots and graill. Such eXperUlielltS proved successful, and eventually
many !,If those who had come to the pineries with their teams, to enJ,:a~e in

~1~~,I~~~inro~~~n:s.;~:(~;nl;I~~~~~i{o~it~~~ral~~o~e~~~e~~l~~~~:~e:~n~r~e~:
The first entry o( government lalld W:lS made by Garland Harris, on the

t we.ll~:l~ ~,!ta~~~;i~~~~d i~ \:ea~:I~~e~'~~et~~;c~(itri~~;O~~~~I~:~~~t~~~
George W. Franklin, who located J !iuleeast of Plover. In 1842, Houghton
& Bailon built the first tavern in this section. It was situated at the
present site of Plover. They also obtained license, at the first meeting of the
count>: bond o( commissioners after the organizalion of the county in 1842,
by which they were :allowed to retail .. fire water" and kindred drinks.

In the following year, Mathias Mitchel built Ihe first house in the \'icinity
of Stevens Point. Abraham Brawllty also erected a buih.ling at the same
place; both were used as taverns. In the laner. Mrs. Brawley was landlady.
A son born to Abraham Brawley was the first .whlte mal.e child ill the county.
In the same year a daughter was born to Uriah 1>!erwm. The Methodist
missiollary, J. S. HurllJltrt, began work among the settlements this year, and
took charge of a large circuil. The first lawyer in the county W:lS James S.
Alban. who arrived ill 1843. and located at Plover, which was at that time
th~ county seat. In the year 1844, Charles i\laddy and Henry Mularky
b~,lt a warehouse at the present site o( Stevells Point. Immediately afler,
RIchard Gardner followed, and erected a dwelling house. Other buildings
were soon added, so that the village gave po"ilive eddence of being the
future city of Portage county. In 1846, the first stock of goods was brought
illt" the county by Robert Bloomer. In the same year, the first day school
was kept by Miss Am:anda Hale, now Mrs. N. F. Bliss. IL was held at
Stevens Point, in a board shanty, which stood On the ground now occupied
by the Mansion house. In 1845, Dr. Bristol arrived, alld had an extensive
ride from Point Bass to Bull Falls. By this lime the various intelests of the
county h:td made considerable advancement. The population was numbered
by thousands. Mills were erected at all the available points. The country

:~~dnt~ ~v~: ~a:~~~i~~:hi;~t~h~at::~~~~~t~:r~~~county was fairly on the

This county is One of the most cenlr:tl in the state, and is bounded on
the nOrlh by Mar:uhon, on the east by Waupaca, On the lOuth by Wau.
sh:tra and Adams, on the weSl by Wood.

Since Ihe formation of Portage county, in December, 1836, it has been
subjected to more frequent and radical changes of territorial limit than
perhaps any other county in the state. The Portage of the Wisconsill
river, from whi~h the name is .derived, was near the center o( the county,
as at first org:a.n~ted. I)ortageClty was the county seat, though melltioned in
the act orgalllzmg the. ~u.nty, as Winneba~o City. The county was

~~~;~dt~~ fiH~~:~:~~j~}I~~::a~ m~du:,;~iet~~J~e~:I~{~~~ ~:~~~i;:
on the east. numbeRd len, ele\'en, twelve and thirteell, o( range thirteen,
we~ transferred to Dodge ~unty. In Jaouary, of the same session, the
entlJe county w~s formed mto one town named Iowa, and the election
polls were established at the Indian a~ency house. On the 121h day of

I.anuary. 1838, an :tct was, passed w~lch, among other provisions. «tab­
Is~ed the ~unty sea~ at Kenlucky City-a place wholly prospective, and

which has since remallled only a paper city. .
Portage COli IllY, at this time, and down to t541, was almost identical

~~e~(~~~~~~ :tJal~~~r;:rle;;~,tt~~~~ia ~~;no;l~i~b~~'d a~(rl~~ti~~:~:%'nh~~~a
Portage." left the latter with territory equivalent to about eighteell town.
ship;, until February 18, 1841, when a large addition was made upon the
north. comprising all thearea in ranges from numbers two to nine inclusive,
commencing with township fourteen, north, and extending to the northerll
~undary of the territory o( Wisconsin, with the slight uceplion of (rac.
Iional townshIps (ourteen and fifteen, in range nine. Thus w:u Portage
county made to reach two hundred miles farther nonh and to embrace two
hundred and furty-one additional townships. The whole was then atlached
to D~~e county, for judicial purposes. An election (or tbe purpose "f
orgaOlzmg for county government, was authorited to be held on the fourth
Monday of March, 1841 ; returns of this e1eetion were to be matle to the
clerk o( Daile county, and the county officers elected were to hold their
office at .. Wisconsin Portage." The voting places of the several election

~:e~l\~ct~:;reF:lsl~:a~li~:~ea~fFE.n~;:OI~l~~~~tiGr~~~~e~p~t:;ve~~u~~i1~r
Abr:tham Brawley, on MIll creek; and at Dickson & Stroud's mills on Craw.
fish river. The people having neglected to hold this election. the legi~IJl_

ture passed a sl)Ccial " Relief Act," February 9, 1842, aU.lhoriling the ~l\eriff
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succeeded, and on the twentieth of No"embcr, 1872, the first !min of cars
enterc:d Stevens Point from Menasha, over what is now the eastern dh'ision
of the Wisconsin Central railroad. Capital came; business revived; and.
in three years, the population was nearly <Iuadrupled. In 187). the Green
Hay & Minnesota railroad was built from Winona On the MIssissippi. inter.
secting the Wisconsin Central at Amherst, and passing through Plover. In
1876, the southern branch of \ViSCOllsin Central was completed, running
from Portage City to Stevens Point, a dislant:c of seventy-one miles. The
middle and northern divisions of this railroad, connect Stevens Point with
Ashland on Lake Superior; alld by the Milwaukee division, the castcru and
southern markets are reached.

The WiSCOllSill Valley raIlroad from Tomah to \Vausau, crosses the
northwestern part of the connly and inlerSects the \Visconsin Central, not
far south of the northern boulldary of the county. Portage county voted
one hundred thousand dollar" to each of the ea_tern and southern di\'isions
of the Wisconsin Central. That constitutes the entire bonded indebtedness of
the county. The road<; were built under many adverse circumstances, but
are now highly beneficial to this whole region. Stevens Point is lhe head.
quarters of the manufacturing department of the Central railroad. Its
round_house. turn-tables and machine shop; employing nearly one hundred
mechanics, are located within a. mile of the court_house.

PLOVER..

This town was the first sellied in the county. Many govemment entries
were made. and several actual settlers lQl;a.led in 1841 on land including Ih~

present villa.ge of Plover. The necessities of commerce "oon dema.nded the
first ta.yern in the county, wnich wa.s built at Plover III IS.p, by Houghten
& Batten. The first Ia.wyer, james S. Alba.n, came in 1843, and was a
prominent citizen until his death. He. with jervis W. Carter. started the
Plovu Herald in August. 1856, H. G, Inger,,,l was the printer; he is
present editor and proprietor. The paper has always been actively repub_
lican, alld is 1l0W known as the PI<Jve, 'Ij'lIIts. The first warranty deed was
~iven by Andrew Ounll to Andrew Mularky. and is dated October 2, 184S,
James Wyatt, as deputy register of deeds, recorded th~ ~ame on Ihe 2d of
December. 184S. The village was platted in 1846. havlllg been for two years
the se:1.t of justice for an area which is IIOIV represented in eleven counties.
Simon A, Sherman was an active pioneer of 1848, and has ever since been
identified with the lumber interest. For a quarter of a century he has been
proprietor of the mills at Conant Ra.pids, near Plover. The first grist_mill
built north and west of !"ox rh·erwaserected in 1551, by John R. Mitchel,
at Springville. a little above Ployer. The faTllling lands east and south of
the village are well cultivated. Ployer has .. I>opulationof fully five hundred,
and is quite a commercial center. It is the junction of the Sle\<ens Point
& Portage and the Green Bay & Minnesota railroads. It has a I!IXld school·
house, two churches, five mills, several stores, shops and hotels, and was
settled mainly by Americans.

VILt.AGF..s.

Beside Ste\'ens Point and Plo\'er, there are the manufacturing or rail­
road Yillages of Buena Vista. jordan, Almond, Eau Pleine. McDillvllle,
Springville, and Amherst. The last mentioned is the largest. It is situated
on the Wisconsin Central, and a junction is formed in the township with
Green Day & Minnesota railroad, In the population, the Norwegian
element predominates. A good farming county surrounds Amherst, The

~~~~a~i:~ll~~~~~i~~:a~~a:sS::t;n~~ea~::t~ht:th~r:::l~~~t.T~;:~i~~~~~~f
the society nre William V. Flemming, president; H. S. Rood, vice_presi.

~~~~;a~~~::~~~y ~r~~if;let~ena~u;~li ::lt~n~~i' Sl~i~~~ ~~fl~e;:~i P~~~i:'Xt~i~~~
of Sharon, the" Polish !'~elicinn Order" have erected a substnntial stone
convent, which accommodates two hundred students, and an elegant church

~~o~~:ndb~~lfar~r~~~e:t~~~~sh~~t~:ese~~~~d~~::~~;o~ul~~~~:~se~~ fully thirty

GRN~;R.AL COUNTY ITEMS,

The surface of the county slopes gently to the south, with no mountains
or deep valleys; Musquito Bluff, in the west('rn part, is the highest point.
Geologically, the county is on lhe lowest strata of Paleozoic formation. or
the eOlsdam sandstone; )'et the general level is two hundred feet above Lake
Michigan, By the census of 1375, the popula.tion numbered 1~SS7. There
are eighty public sch('t()ls in the county. with an attendance. in 1875, of 3,221.
\Vith more than half a million of acres in the county, there were. in ISj6,
only thirty_two thousand cultivated, exclusive of the grass lands. Origin_
ally, the county was an extensive timber_tract, mainly of pine. especially
along the rivers, with a few oak openings in the soutbeast. Hay and
cranberry marshes are not uncommon, and tamarack swamps are seen occa­
sion3.lIy. The north is still covered with pine forests. and the northeast is
quite blulfy. A strip about a mile wide. upon each side of 'Vlsconsin river,
is very sandy. On the east, it gradually changes to a fertile yet sandy loam;
on the west, it soon becomes richer, with a clay sub-soil. Sandstone quar.
ries of good building material. are found in different parts of the county.
Granitic form3.tion uf azoic or metamorphic rocks, abound in and along the
largest rivers.

The people in the county are about one_half Americans. The northeast
part of the county is almost wholly Norwegian: the southwest is largely
composed of Germans. The floating population comprise a !nrge percentage
of the workmen in the winter camps of the pineries. Many Indians

~:~~~~eutt~l~:tk:till;I~~dg~~:~~~i~h~~,I;~;;f,~~ ~/~:b~i:t:~cS:I~~nus;'h~
game, and berries of all kinds, which are found III abundance. Farming is

S~~~'il:~t::i~~a~n:nd'~~~~;::~~m:~:i~e~ t~~e)~~;:r~~~~s~~u~nt~ht: c:uu;;ry
the eight flour and feed mills. The farms, at present. are in the eastern and
southern sections of the county. These farming communities, together with
the" Point." constitute nearly all the permanent population. Hop raising
is becoming an important interest in lhe eastern half of the county. In 18j6.
there were fully a quarter of a million pounds of hops shipped. This county
was first settled by seekers after pine lands. and the lumber interest still
overshadows all others. There are twenty_four saw_mills in the counly.
with a capacity for manufacturing 109.250,(X)O feet of lumber per year. The
last season being uncommonly dull, only about 63.IXX>,(X)O were manu­
factured. The t~ent)'-one shingle mills of this county have a C:lp3cityof
140,(X)O.000. but III IS76 only S1,400,OOO were made. The value of all the

_ r~:e:~:s~cts during the past year. is fuUyone million dollars, at present

The hirdwood supplies are compar.ltivel"y untouched. The season of
1877, has been remarkable for the early melting of snow. thereby srevent-

~~~a:~ed\~i~[;I~inO~N:;iu~~~t;~J~~~? to the riY~r or mills, an hence

RACINE COUNTY.

The mouth of Root river, where Racine is now situated, was visited in
16«)9 by a fleet of eight canoes. ascending Lake Michigan. Four of these
contained Francis Morgan de Vincennes, a French officer on his way to the
Miamis, and his attendants. The others conveyed a party of missionaries,
consisting of John Francis Buisson de SI. Cosnle. Francis Jolliet de Mon.
tigny, Anthony Davion, and Thaumer de Ia Source on their way to the
lower Mississippi, conducted by Henri de Tonty. They reached the mouth
of the stream, now named Root river. on the tenth of October (old style).
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