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admiration o( investors abroad. Agents went Ollt with elegant lithographs,
011 which an these places of interest were located. Lots were sold for cash.
Prices varied as the location receded from the public parks and cO\lrt-hou~c

square. The WOrk went rapidly 011, sales continued, and the mOlley rolled
ill. BUI, alas! the jlll'estors came on to lake possession of their properl)'.
The eastern nabob arrived and looked about him. \\'hat a sight! A few
dUg-Ollts, with chimneys projecting through the sodded roof, told how awful
was the joke, how imillense the humbug. They ill turn shifted the respon_
sibility 011 another, and, by hook or crook. eventllally Joseph Stringham
secured possession of the entire tract, about fOllr hundred acres. The sit,,;
of Dane City was the present Third ward of the city of Oshkosh. 1'o'lr. String_
ham has done much toward making: thal parl of the city what it now is. and
still hollis a large part of the lots. Thi~ was the climax of" wild_cat" in
\Vinllebago county.

TilE Pll~:SS.

On the ninth or February, 18-19, Densmore and Cooley issued the lirst
numbcr of the O;/II..wh 'l/lf/! DI'IIUX1(J1, the first paper published in the
county. At the elld of the first \'olume, he sold to his partner. and wenl to
Milwaukee. After three 1lI0nth~ he returned and purchased the entire con_
cern, and continued its publ ication uuder the old name t ill 1852, when George
BUl"llside bought all interest, and the nallle changed to the O;/II.,'U;/l Dnllocral.
This combination continued till April. 1853. when Jonathan Daugherty
bought the establishment. r-.lay 9, 1856, r-.litchell and Smith became pro­
prietors, and publishcd the paper till August IS, 1856. From this date \Intil
January 20, 1857, il was under the control of r-.larkham and Felker. At
this date, Finney bec:ulle Felker's partner. This continued \ll1til April 13.
1858. when Finney and Da\'is became proprietors. They issued it untilJuly
21,1860, and sold out to George Gary. He, 01\ Octoher 4. 1860, sold to C.
H. Nevitt, \I'hcn the D(1/1ocrat ceased to have a name. and was merged into
the l1'u/:ly ,Vurt/nuull'm.

all Augllst 26, 1856, Mal'kh:1Jn and "l"e1ker started a Daily Dell/oeral.
which was c mtillued lhrough all the changes of the IVuJ:/y, until Decem her,
1857, whel', like the Cpuritr, its light was quietly extinguished.

The 1)t:lIl1lCml, after a restless illll'nortallty of three years, in 1\Iarch, 1860,
again assumed the habiliments of this sublunary sphere, re\'isited the scenes
of its former sojourn, and was molded again into party form lJy George
Gary. It continued" 10 be" until May of the same year, whcn in thc eyes
of the whole multitude it again expired.

D. C. Fclton and company i~~ucd the first copy of the Nodhwnlem in
October of 1860. On Noveluber 10,186-1. George Gary andcompally became
proprietors. I n ~I arch, 1866, the firm had entirely changed, and the paper was
issued by Finney and Davis. It is still issued, the name being changed to
the O;M:u;h ,Vorlll7or;/(rn. and ha\'ing: I1ndergone numerous changes, it is
nOlI' owned by Allen and l'licks, being in its eighteenth \'olume.

The IVilUuuago Tdl'gmp/~ was started in the fall of 1849, by Doctor B.
S. HCllning, who issued a felV numbers, and sold the concern to J\lorle)' and
Edwards. Edwards succeeding to the !>ole management, continued its publi­
cation for two years, when he removed the mat-rials to '\ppleton, where it
was destroyed by fire before the issue ofa single number.

The O;h!.-o;h lJdl'galt was e~tahli~hed in Augu~t, 1850, by George M.
Shipprr. It was issued hut a short time, when J. D. Ilyman, with I-lir:lm
l\"lorle.v. lOok charge, and changed the name to the U;lillO;h Ntpublimll.
After a few months, however, it suspendcd, and the matermls were moved
to I,'ond du Lac.

The Fox River Couri!r was firsl issued June I, 1852, by J. II. i\IcAvoy.
He sold to Jeremiah Crawley shortly after, who continued its publication
until August. 1853, when,Read and ;'levitt bought the e~tablishment. They
contillued unlil August, 1857. During their contro\, they also issued the
Daily Coun'er, The rirst nUlnber app~ared July 10, 1854, and was tIle first
daily paper in the county. This was discontinued in December, 1857. In
August. the finn changed to Read & Strong. These men published the
Courier till December, 1862, and were sllcceeded by ]I.·forleyand Davis.
They continued to issue it ulltil August. 186-1, when it ceased to be, and
the proprieto~ united with George Gary in the publication of the lVorlh­
1JIulern.

In March, 1852, the ..11ll;eh:er de; /l/ord1Qf';lens was started by C. Kohl­
mann and Charles Rose. It was discontinued in Aug\l~t of the year
follo\\'in~.

The I¥au/tttr a1ll l¥iIlJleo,'go was cstablished in April, 1858, by C.
Kohlmann and Ilenry Cordier, and continued until October, 1860. 1n the
same year and month lhat the IVlledilerdied, the firsllll1mber of a monthly
maga7.ine, called the Deul;clu Vo!J.·b!atler, was issued by Kohlmann, being
edited by Charles Rose. Its existence was of short dnration,

III October, 1866, the J,Vi;coJl.;i# Telegraph (German) was started by C,
Kohlmann, with Charles Rose editor. This paper has continued till the
present date, and is 1I01V under the control of C. Kohlmann and brother. 1t
is a rirst_class sheet and is in a flourishing condition. In addition to these,
a weekly, the O;hkosh. Timu, is published at this point by Fernandez and
Glaze. I t is now in the eleventh volume, and is a very creditable sheet.

There is also a publication called the Early Drl7tm i!>sued from lhis place.

'VOOD COUNTY.

Thiscoll1\ty is situated nearly in the geographical center of the state. it
embraces twenty-three lownships, which lie immediately west of l'ortage
county, belween townships twenty_one and twenly_rive inclusive, in ranges
two to five, and twenly-one to twenty_three in range six. It, therefore,
conlains nearly 550,000 acres, of which only about 35,000 acres are under
cultivation; two·thirds of the balance are capable of being improved.
There is but little government land in the county. Most of that, on the
odd-number sections, is withdrawn from market for the benefit of the Wis­
consin Central railroad. The state owns aboul 100,000 acres.

I'll VSICAt. FEAl'U1U:S ANI) RESOURCES.

Thc general slope and drainage of the county is toward Ihe south and
southwest - the average incline being about seven feet to the mile. The
soil in the central and northern portions is a rich loam, containing an admix­
lure of clay, sand, and vegetable mold. That in the southern and eastern
sections is lighter, and contall1S more sand. In the southwestern portion arc
extensive marshes and meadows, peculiarly adapted tocranberr)' culture and
hay-growing. Originally, three-fourths of the (.Qunty was timber bnd ; the
greater part being co\'ered with heavy forests of white pine. I n addition to
this, there is in the northern tier of townships considerable quan\ ities of white
and red oak; white and black ash; maple; hemlock, and butternut. It is
estimated that about one-half of the pine has beell remo\·ed. The land. as it
is cleared of the timber, is con\'erted eilher into farms or is allowed to return
to the state. The marsh regioll in the southwest parl is decreasing in size
yearly. The useless" floating" areas of marsh arc rapidly becoming hard
meadow land, some being e\'en capable of cultivation. TIllS is the result of
ditching, natural drainage, and the decrease in the annual rain_fall.

The region is abundantly supplied with water, and numerous streams
afford good drainage for all but the southwest corner. The \Visconsin
river, flowing in a southerly direction, crosses the southeast corner. Yellow
river, a lributary of the \Visconsin, rises in the northern part and crosses the
country from north to south, draining the entire central region. Besides
these, there is the cast fork of Black river, which rises in the western part of
this county. There arc also numerous Slllall creeks thal ramify in all direc·
./.ions. The streams rising in the north have their origin in springs, while

those in ~hesouthoriginate in marshes; all abound in the common varieties of
fish, such as the buffalo, 1,ass, pickerel and catri~h. The current is also swift
and affords magnificent water-power. The fall in the Wisconsin in its
course through Wood county is fully one hundred feet. the distance being
auout fifteen miles. It is also broken into different channels at se\'eral
points, affording greater opportunity to utilize the watcl' privileg:es, and
al.so to multiply their number. On these channels mills can be erected and
operated at very little cost for dams and other illlprO\'emellts. At present
there are situated on these water_powers six saw-mills, having a. sawillg
capacity of rifty million feef annually; one flouring mill; one. foundry all,f
machine shop; one planing mill and several shingle_mills. all dri\'en by
water-power, without the digging of canals, cutting of channels or other
expensive improvements. It is e~till1ated that a hundred mills could be
run hy the water_power of this river within Wood count)' alone. There are
abo many smaller water-powers in t)le county situated on Mill creek,
Hemlock creek a1ll1 Yellow ri\'er. Lu\nberil1g is the leading indu~try. The
admirable water-power and the heavy forests of pine, combined, in all early
day, to induce lumbermen to seck this region, and the same circumstances
have continued to make this the dominant interest. In later )'ears, many
farms have been opened, and the \'arious roots and cereals culti\'ated. These
attempts are generally remunerative. The products of the soil all find a
ready and profitable home market among t11e lumbermen. Cranberry cui.
ture is a prominent industry in the count)'. Large quantities grow wild, and
the marsh region is stlch that their cultivation is attendcd with little expen­
diture of mOil C)'. Thirteen thousand barrels were shipped in )876.

In early days this region of forest-meadow along the Wisconsin and its
tributaries was a lich hunting ground of the Aborigines. The portion near
the river was at one time a succession of bea\'er dams. Deer, hear and other
game abounded. Indians And trappers still obtain a livelihood from the sale
of furs ~ecured in this region. Scores of deer are annnally shipped from
this county. Wolves arc plenty in the forests in the western townships.
Bear :lre also quite numerous.

Until the ye~ )872, the county was without railroad connections. In
this )'ear the peop e \'oted 150,000 in bon'ds to the Green Bay and ]1.1 inne­
sota road, and, on the eighth of December, of the S:lIne year, they celebrnted
the arri\'al of the first train of cars at Grand Rapids. Fifty thousand dol­
la~ in bonds were also voted to the \Visconsin Valley railroad. The first
train on this road came in June, 1873. By this means the county obtained
two railroads, but also incurred a debt of $200,000; nil of which is, as yet,
unpaid.

]I.! I "'ERA t. J{ ESOURCES.

The geological exposures in Wood C<:'\lIl1Y di\'ide the are:'!. about equally
into Pot~dam sandSlone and rocks of the metamorphic or azoic age; the
latter being the great mineral strata of the world. Several quarries hnve
been opened and a superior quality of building material secnred. The azoic
rocks when polished arc quite equal to the Scotch granite, so much used
for monuments and ornamental work. They consist of a bright red c1eava.
hie fels!,ar, mingled with hyaline or smoky quartz, ill such a manner thal
they arc capable or recei"ing a very high polish. Specimens of red granite
from Vellow river, in \Vood county, displayed with the Centennial collec·
tions, allracted in a ,'cry marked manner the attention of experts, as an
extraordinary stone. I rOil ore is found in this region belollging mainly
under the head of bog ore. This exists under the marshes, and shows an
exeellenl quality in abundance. Nothing has been done AS )'et toward th~

development of this resource. Copper ore is also found in considerable
CJuantities. all both sides of Velloll' ri\'er, in the vicinity of Grand Rapids,
and westwarJ along the line of junction of the nrchrcn gneissic rocks
toward the north, and the Potsdam mndstolle toward the sonth, is an exten­
sive deposit of kaolin. This material, ill \\'ood count)', occurs entirelyas
"kaoliniacd" rock, and underlies a huge area of the county, in a strata from
four to twent)' feet thick. Al1 that is needed to make tIllS a great source of
wealth to the count)', is capital.

The population of the county ill 1876 was 6,050, comprising 3,<).13
Americalls, 988 Canadians, the balance being Germans, Trish. Norwegians,
with a few of other nationalities. There arc thirty school houses in the
county, the majority of which are buildings of a quite ordinary kind. How_
ever, there is a li\'ely interest manifested in education; and, as the county
advances in material prosperit}', better school_buildings arc erected, and a
higher grade of teachers employed.

EA1ILY HtSTORY.

1n the year 1831, Daniel Whitney, of Green Bay, obtained a permit from
the war department to erecl a saw_mill and cul timber Oil the \Visconsill
river, it being-territory belonging to the Menomonee Indians. In the winter
of 1831-2, he hegan the erection of a saw_mill at the point since known as
\Vhitney's rapids. He malll:factured the first lumber in the county, in the
spring of t83-1. Grignon and Merrill obtained a similar permit, and built a
mill at the point since known as Grignon's rapids, in 1836. These two
e~tablishmentswere the pioneers of the lumbering busincss Oil the Wisconsin
flver.

In 1836, by a treaty made with thc i\lellomonee lndialls, al Cedar Point.
on Fox river, the Indian title was extinguished to a strip of land on the
Upper \Viscollsin, six miles wide. This tract began at Point Bass, in the
presenl county of \Vood, and extended northward fort)' miles. About ten
miles of this strip lay within the present limits of \Vood county, and was a
greal incenti\'C to early pioneers to seek this region. The Illost eligible mill­
sit:s were quickly claimed and occupied. Bloomer and Strong. also George
Chne. secured possession at the present city of Grand Rapids. In IS38,
the first two buill the first sa.w-mill:1t this point. Nelson Strong used the
first lumber sawed by the mill in building the rirst frame house in the connty.
Strong and wife were the first white family thal settled in the region. 1\1 rs.
Strong was the first white woman at Grand Rapids. Their daughter, Emil}',
was the first white child born in the count}'. Thiswas in 1835, She had a
j\lenomonee nurse. who lashed the babe to a board, and ga\'e the pale_faced
infant all the peculiar adl'antages of papoose culture.

The vIc! chief Oshkosh, with about lwo hundred followers, remained
here several years arter lhe whites came. II is camp was on the east bank
of the Wisconsin, about ten miles below Grand Rapids, in the pre~ent town
of Saratoga. Oshkosh was one of the chief men of lhe Menomonee
Indians. lie was of medium stature, possessing much bravery and good
sense, but a great slave to strong drink. In 1852, the Menomonees were
gathered to their reser\'ation, which is now mostly within tire limits of
Shawano county. Oshkosh resisted, for many years, the attempts at civil­
izing his tribe, but rinally, seeing the superiority of the civilized Indians over
the unci\'ilized, he gave his inRuence to the undertaking. The earliesl pio­
neer now living in the county is A. B. S:lmpson, a resident of Grand Rapids.
lie came in 1834, and h.elped to raft to market the first lumber sawed by
the rir~t mill in the county. In his honse, in 1839, occurred the first mar­
riage in the COIUlty, whereby George Kline, Jr., and ~Irs. r-.laria Whitney
were tied with hymeneal cords, at the official word of llenry Merrill, justice
of the peace. 1n 1842. Rev.J. S. Ilurlburt, a Methodist missionary, arril'ed,
and exhorted the settlers to" turn from the error of their ways." lie had
charge of a large circuit, and was a zealous worker for the cause he repre­
sented. He opened the first school, in 1843. The building in which it was
held was within the limits of the present village of Centralia. By this time,
a current of pine.seekers was pouring into the COUllty, and a hotel was a
necessity. One was built by Nelson Strong, in 1843. He conducted it for
a sh~rt time, and sold to A, B. Sampson, who for many ye:l.Ts kept the onl~'

publte llOuse in the county. His wife, who came ill 1838, was noted for her
energy and bravery in battling against pioneer hardships and Indian inso_
Icnee, j\'!rs, Whitney, at Whitney rapids, in JS3S, was also noted for

securing the respect and fear of the Indians. Such was her control over
thcm that she did not hesitate to trust herself and two children with lWO of
them in a bark canoe, for a hundred and rifty mile journey, to reach her
sick JmsIJand. Dr. Bristol, of Ste\'ens Point. was the first "Medicine
Man" in the county. but Doctor G. \V. Whitney, who came ill 1S55, was the
rirst resident physician, and is still practicing at Grand Rapids. The first
Christian organization in the COllnty \I'a~ that of a 1\lethodist church al the
county seat in 1857. A Congregational society of Grand Rapids erected the
first church edifice in the county, in 186.... The raising of the building is
memorable for an accident. whereby the pastor and several citizens were
seriotlsly injured. The Centralia flollr mill, erected in 1860. by George
Waller, is Sl1l1 doing good service a~ the first and only grist mill in Wood
county. The \,etcran bl:lcksmith. J. 13. lIasbrouck,locaLed in 18-12, and,
where the" village smithy stands," his vigoroLis blows may still be heard.
~Ir, Kline an<1 r-.lr. Purdy abo came about this date. Lemuel Kromer, one
of the first merchants, settled in 18-10, near his presenl site at Grand Rapid~.

Joseph Wood, after whom the county is named, has been a continuous resi_
dent since 1848. and has held many offices of honor and trust, In 1853. L,
P. Powers hung out his sign as "attorney and counselor-at-law," anti for
se\'eral)'earshewasthe only lawyer at thecount)'seat. lIe has bcen an
active citizen, and has fre(!uently held official positions. C. r-.t. Webb, ex-
state senator,11:"s becn a leading attorney since his_coming in t858,

ORGA;>lIl,\TION.

The territory now embraced in \Vood county was detached from Portage
county b)' an a<.:l of the legislature appro\'ed i\larch 29, 1856. The rirst
election of county officers was ordeled to be held at the annual November
election of the same year, the official term of those elected to begin Oil the
first Monday of January, 1857. There were then duly elected, to sel"\'C lWO
years: J~serh Wood, county judge; ~. I.'. Powers, co~nt)'clerk;. L. P.
Powers, dIstrict attorney; L. I"romer. cIrcuit clerk; L. Kromer. regtster of
deeds; T. L. 1\losher, county treasurer; 1-1. A. Temple, COUllt)' sur\'eyor;
Ben. Buck, sheriff; G. W. Cate, circuit judge.

The new county was attached to the se\'enth judiCIal cHcnil. Grand
Rapids was fixed as the county scat by the act of organization; and, by an
amendment of September 19, 1856, it was localed 011 lots two and three, in
block 3t, Wood's addition to Grand Rapids, provided these lots would be
donated to the county. No action was ever taken on the above amendment,
and il was therefore a dead letter. In April, J866, an aCl was passed localing
the county seat on" fractional lot two of section se\'enteen. of township
twenty_two, range six cast. in Grand Rapids," conditioned on the gift of the
same to the county, and the approval of a majority of the voters. No
record can be found of such a vote having ever been taken, and no deed to
the county of the land has ever been registered; yet in 1866 the first COllrt­
hOllse in the county, a small wooden building, was erected upon tIle site
abo\'edescribed. ]t isstill used as a court-house, yet the county offices,
with one cxception, are held elsewhere, nearer the business center of the city.
The date of the first warranty de~d recorded is October I, t856, and was
gi\'en by l\lark A. Wilkes to :Mrs. Ann mack, and was enCered for record on
New Year's day, ISS7.

The rirst meeting of the county board of supervisors was held at Grand
Rapids, OClOher 8,1856; present, supervisors H. W. Jackson and Euscbe
La Vigne, with L. P. Powers, clerk by appointment. No business of general
interest was transacted by the board until after the autumn election,
whereby the list of county officers was made complete. 1n 1870, it was
thought advisable, for certain reasons, to anneX a portion of the ."outhwest
corner of Wood county to the county of Jackson, but as Wood COlLllty
contained less than nine hundred square miles, it could not be divided
without a popular vote. Therefore, six townships were added to this county
from the contiguous territory of Jackson. by an act of the legislature of
February It, 1870. to take effect on the 25th of A\)ril of the same )'ear. The
county was then of sufficient size to render legis ative division allowable;
and by another act, passed on the same da)" which took effecl six days sub­
sequently, or on the 1st of r-.lay, 1870, these same six townships, together
with the obnoxious corner of \\lood county, were atlached to Jackson county.
Both acts received the go\'ernor's signature on the J Ith of February, 1870.
Just before the building of the Green Bay & Minne~ota railroad, the
exscinded territory was restored to \Vood COUllt)', as noted tn an act approved
March 9. 1872: the county boundaries thus became the same as before the
legislation of 1870, and ha\'e remained since unchanged.

CITtES ANI) TOWNS.

Grand Rapids, the scat of justice and the chief city of \VOOfI county, is
the oldest town on the upper \Viscol1sin ri\'er, and has within the city limilS
a population of fully fifteen hundr~d, It is situated ill township twent)'-two,
north of range six east, and lies wholly on the cast bank of the Wisconsin,
which is here interspersed with bea.utiful islands. The business of the city
itself is done upon an i~land. The river, in passing the city, has a descent
oftltirty feet over an irregular and rocky bed, thus constituting the rapids
which ga\'e name to the city and township'. The water-power is immense;
five thousand horse-power is still not utilized. Several streams take their
names according to thci I' distances from Grand Rapids, as "Four_mile creek,"
" Five-mile creek," a!'11 others. The city has an exeellenl stone school­
house, completed and rurnished ill 1876, nl a COSl of thirty thousand dollars.
The soil, immediately ahout lhe city, is very sandy. The water privileges
and the pine lands have gi\'en the city its present proportions. Land
improves as one leaves the sandy or rocky shores, and tlle city i!> now sustained
by a large farming trade. ] l has three church~s, two hotels, two newspnpers,
a bank, a large complement of stor~s and shops, in addition to the manu_
facturing establishments elsewhere mentioned, The first bridge across lhe
Wisconsin, in this county, was built in IS66, and connected Grand Rapids
and her western sister city of Centralia. The old briJl;e has been replaced
this season by a three_span IIow~ truss, five. hundred and twenty-se\'en feet
i\\ length, with wooden piers and abutments, al a total Cosl of eight thous."1nd
SIX. hundred dollars. It is the only bridge in the county across the Wisconsin.

The only other city in the county is Centralia, on the weSl bank of the
Wisconsin, dil'ectly opposite Grand Rapids, and with n population of eight
hundred. It is a thriving city, and has an elegant brick school-house, just
erected, at a cost of little exceeding ten thousand dollars. Th~se lWO cities
arc united by common interests, and their industries and general character­
istics arc similar. The town of Grand Rapids, outside the city limits, has a
farming population of se\'en hundred; this. with the four hundred of the
town of Sigel, is largely German. Sarlitoga, in the south~ast, has a majority
of I rish, while in R IIdolph. in the northeast. the French are well represented.

There are a few small \'illag~s III the county, liS Dexterville, Hemington,
Auburndale, Port Edward, and Ilurleyville. At the lauer place, just below
Grand Rapids, is a large factory, manufacturing tubs and pails; and the
market demands exceed its capacity.

NKWSI'AI'EIlS.

The IVood COl/lily R~porll'r was founded by J. N. Brundagc, in 1857, and
wns edited and published by him until 1864, when he we!'t into the :'1T!"'y.
J limes E. Ingraham ha\'ing purchas~d a half interest, contInued the publica­
tion, with C. 1\1. Webb as editor. ]n 1869, Ingraham became the sole

!,roprietor, but soon after associated with 1-1. B. Philleo as joint partner, ~\'ho
las since had full editorial control. The paper has always been republican

in politics.
The Crmtd Rapid; Tn:lJune was also founded by]. N. Brundage, as

propri~lorand local editor, with L. P. Powers as .. political editor," on the
8th of February, 1873. In politics it is democratically "independent." Both
papers are published in Grand Rapids, and are the only ones in the county.
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