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Preface 

Place-name study has a linguistic and a historical aspect. 
On the linguistic side, it is essentially a lexicographical in- 
ves tigation: within an arbitrarily limited geographical area 
the investigator records and analyzes the creation of new 
names and the application of old names to new places. He 
seeks to illuminate true origins obscured by folk etymologies 
and to gather information previously hidden or known only to 
a few. In uncovering linguistic facts, he inevitably discovers 
and records not only major historical facts but even minute 
details about the settlement and subsequent history of the 
area. In short, using the tools of disciplined scholarship, he 
gathers reliable information about the area and its place 
names. 

In the case of this study of the place names of Wood 
County, Wisconsin, findings are based on copies of maps of 
the area including real estate maps and plats, and on county 
histories, editions of local newspapers dating back as early 
as 1858, state gazetteers listing business enterprises and 
prominent citizens of the area, railroad records and histories 
of railroads, notes of the original surveyors, records of early 
censuses, interviews with elderly citizens and people inter- 
ested in local history, and personal observation of the sites. 
The study includes names of railroads, towns, cities, flag 
stations, spur lines, postoffices, rural schools, corners, addi- 
tions and subdivisions of villages and cities (through 1928)) 
parks, all streams and bodies of water (including swamps and 
marshes), all named elevations, roads and streets with his- 
torical significance, important dams, lumber mills with his- 
torical significance, and a lumbering camp (Wards) whose 
name was for a time relatively important as a place name. 
Certain information has been sought about each name: the 
pronunciation of the name (if not obvious from the spelling); 
the precise location of the named feature (in terms of quarter 
sections of surveyor’s townships wherever possible); the type 
of feature (creek, village, flag station, etc.); the several 
names a feature has had over the years; the approximate date 
range of the use of the name; spelling variants; the origin of 
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the name; and, when not obvious from the text itself, the 
type of name (descriptive, subjectively descriptive, inspira- 
tional, humorous, etc.). 

Although information about the origin of names is of par- 
ticular interest, it has not been possible in every case to 
find firm evidence on which to base conclusions. Especially 
problematic are such names as the following: Arpin PO, Baker- 
ville, Bakerville PO, Daly, Daly PO, Doudville, Doudville PO, 
Nasonville, Nasonville PO, Pittsville, Pittsville PO, Sherry, 
and Sherry PO. In each case it cannot be determined whether 
or not the name of the postoffice antedated that of the settle- 
ment (or railroad station). (In the case of Arpin PO the ques- 
tion of sequence involves the postoffice name and the name 
of the original settlement.) Bakerville will serve as an ex- 
ample. Given the spontaneous growth of names like Dawes- 
ville and Morrisville, it is possible that the name Bakerville 
developed before the establishment of Bakerville PO. But, 
since there is no way of proving or disproving this, both 
names have been described as having the surname Baker as 
their ultimate source. This at least can be supported by evi- 
dence, since the settlement was developed by James H. Baker, 
who was also the original postmaster. Similar problems for 
the other names mentioned above have been resolved in the 
same way, i.e., the place name has been described as having 
as its ultimate source the surname of the local businessman 
associated with it. 

In other cases where there is a margin of doubt about the 
origin of the name, this has been indicated by the use of 
such words as “possibly,” “evidently,” “apparently,” and 
“probably, ” or by the use of a question mark after the clas- 
sificatory label (e.g., Descriptive ?). Such a label is used in 
each entry where the text itself does not indicate into what 
classification the name is thought to fall. 

Throughout the list of place names, documentation of 
sources is presented in the form of short titles in the text it- 
self. Generally, if the short title includes a date (e.g., Gayn. 
1878), the reader should look for bibliographical information 
in the List of Maps Cited. If  the short title has no date, bib- 
liographical information will be found either in the List of 
Works Cited or in the List of Informants. To simplify docu- 
mentation, no short titles have been included for certain kinds 
of information. Thus, unless otherwise noted, locations of 
present schools, communities, railroads, roads, and topograph- 
ical features have been taken from the United States Geologi- 
cal Survey Maps (USGS) kept in the Division of Archives and 

I  I  I  

Vlll 



placenames1_8.pdf

	c: 


