&k - Eli Taylor

islands are now some of the boasted
beauty spots of Wisconsin.  Several
fine cottages are erected on the larg-
est island known as Lend Island. A
l.urdiu house was build by Mr. Gar-
rison where the electric light pllnl
now stands. 2
Mr, Taylor says that when he' first |}
arrived here the residence portion of )

ralia consisted of four log h: :

ircolle a 0=

cated just west of what is now ""l
Northwestern railway station, a log,
hut owned by Joceph Fortiey on-the
grounds of the present Moore Wagon
Shop. Another was owned by Joseph
Sanville his brother which stood
on the grounds of the B. R. Goggins|
residence, and the fourth was the
property of Henry Jackson. It
the site of the present )
Bros. Laundry office. There were also
several ol shacks built of waste and
refuse lumber. One occupied the
grounds on which the home of Judge
W. J. Conway now stands. Furfher
) down. where the home of Mrs. T. E.

Ell William Taylor, son of John and| Noojy now is, was another ope. ~ All
Hannah (Stillson) Taylor was born ip| yore separated by dense woods.
Biaghim Dutton First Blacksmith
Plyn Dutton was the first’ black-

when "| smith to locate here. He built and | i
Mmmi.d Portage,| o®*¢il the home ‘and premises """l X
They began clearing the land for, ®¥0ed by Mrs. Julia Denis. The Denis 4

begas ie
=~ bxrn was originally his * blacksmith |
farming purposes, building a .m:u? Hly Bowman Was SMORE ""I
. early settlers here. He built and man
l-h’;::-n:h.hm'r x'llﬁ:l““l‘l‘l:: ""' a hotel on River street on .h,‘-lx--m, after his
in a ahort time died. | present L. M. Nask property. Other *2vth t wiihalis
carly settlers were the LeFevres and| "Mt ed in secvice until

ELI WILLIAM TAYLOR

f T T AE -t -

rriage left for the
the Civil War. He

Lee's
“Shortly after his father's dnlh, EN pontaine who lived in. little :.Indu' ;urnn ler and upon his discharze 1o &

came with his widowed mother and his army, returred 19 his hunw

brother, Lorenzo, to' Frenchtown, now bulk from the: sgfuse. lumsber.. and| Mr. Taylor at .= time ) weteG o
slubs from“the Garrison mill.

Edwards, where two years later " 0 ek was built on llu h--kl a furnitdre ard harlvae tme

brother was drowned in the Wis- Nash premises by Asa Chaney, w nd butcher shop in Nekoosa. - T' ese

river. Mrs. Taylor then moved -nlu-u il not u wve to be
W tirai- shiat. (hree wiles west br! T the first_ferry bout actoes ""ieml success and ¥ dhpo-y/:ldltm—

i‘

ast

g

: Wisconsin river. The ferry was own- P
tralia on the Rudolph road. " ed by En *. LaVigne, father of cur| H¢ ha ever »ince tcon en
Centralia Once An “Ialand”  resent County Treasurer James La-| Corpenter rade, nv being a
At that time Centralia was a small_ Vigne. "‘“:" we_ master of the
of about one hundred’ 'l‘hr Tn)lnn\ owned the first honu Excellent Chef
It was bounded on here ysing them for teaming. They
the Wisconsin river urid ten went as far as Janesville with Iour‘
three sides by swump horses and two wagons loaded with
of land from where ¢ erries which were very plentiful
ash homestead and the B.| and/grew wild. Thousands of bushels
Goggins h-c now stand to the; rotted on the groumd each year. They
1! lhev ulso yiul articles to Néw Lisbon
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of children and
friends w:th ..
wany kindeses te fem.
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‘was almost
only way dmdu was by walking| and Gill's Landing, often sleeping out ¥
« over logs.  Auother stretch of fand of doors umler a Ulanket \of snow, Mo 18 MOL a1 inker of wry cove,
which was even worse, ran along the| which Mr. Taylor claims & a warm | bt U es his xtpiom on 076
'y Md&ucnlnlhﬁ:dn:hr:en&e covering. "“' ; R
" homestead lately occypied by the G. Has Tussle With Bear e 1s u member of the G..A. K
W. Paulus 'll'“ and extended furth-| - Whep about twenty-two years of | 't of U (ily and has bee its col-
‘er beyond the present location of the| ag. Mr. Taylor, while in the woods, | °F Dearer for the jiat eigh: years He
St. Paul station to the marsh. COWs| came into contact with a black bear. | @ "€ long renuti ¢
884 bogs would often go down o] After hard tussle. during which the & Bue sl Lhe: Friaer: el

mire to such a depth thut they| bear planted it: tecth in Mr. Taylor's | ™™Ke the history &t Wiscons.
be N"'d out, ax they | \ight shoulder, he was finally cajtured

llr. Taylor iy an excellen* m-ﬁ of- :"
H it

p themselves. und t@ten to the Taylor home whea:
When Mr. Taylor first came here the| he grew very tame. He would eat vut |
Henry and Peter Jessy families lived| of Mr. Taylor's hand, but would allow
shanty on a point of rock! ng one clse to come near him. After u
the eust end where  the present! yime, u peighbor loosened his chain
mbﬂdncmm the Wisconsin| i the bear escaped to the woods
river. re were also a few other| und was never seen aguin.
small mldm«l. The business places|”
of the L L. Mosher general
store, the John Compton store, the J./ wl while listen- |
Homer store and the Neeves Hotel.| jug for them, heard a noise behind |
There were also several saloons on |...n but before he could turn around, |
either side of the river. i deer had torm his coat off his!

with & big
wone to the |

%

Mr. Taylor the first school h.u'k The small kouse dog which had|
in Grand Ra which was in & small | accompanied Mr. Taylor begun bark-|
house at the corner of Baker streel ing furiously, and biting  the deer’s

. and Eighth street north. It was taught | legs, which uttiacted it. attention for
by a Mr. Griffith. Later, when the' a time. My, Taylor had Toaned his xun
number of papnl- increased, the school! to a

divided and pirt

ghbor who had given him his
n return. But upon cocking it,
Taylor found it would not dis-
By this time the deer had
er store building. Two years later .I the advantage of him, ha

B

house was built on the premises | planted his horus in lus breasy -r:.-‘l
* mow owned and occupied by Mrs. Eliza| left arm, The barking of the dog and
* Collier. | the cricff Mr. Taylor brought the
Worked 18 Liours A Day wateh doy to the scene. The dog jump-
Mr. Taylor did not hate mdny-edu-| ©F 8t the deer und” held him by the
cational advantages, having workeld "9se, io that the animal wi unable to
nard from the time he was eight yeurs *Ur.
old. Hle often workey vighteenr hours a In the meantime Mr. Taylor man-,
day helping to clear lund, lrnmlu‘ aped 1o lovsen himself from the ani-
logging und cruising for timber. mal aud found 3 big stick with which
‘Ihe following fall after Mr. Taylor he knocked the deer in the head. John
located here, Orestes Garrison built a' Arpin b beer searching for his logs
store building and opened up a gener- ond was on horseback und drew up
+ '@l store: It was the fint and “wuly | just asthe fight was finishel.  The |
slore in Centralia for several years. ier was loaded onethe horse's back
‘The building is now occupied s 4 and carried to the Taylor home nearly
store house by the Nash Hardware Co.| threv-quarters of a mile distant. They
Atr. Garrison owned und operated hed the animal and it tipped the
small water mill located at the easl s at 150 pounds. Mr. Taylor was
end of the present Consolidated mill very lame for some time after and
buildings. It was run by a perpendicu- ~ay™ he would not care 1o repeut the
“lar saw which cut about six thousand thrilling experience.
fect of logs a day, The logs were Laul.' Married in 1865
ed from the wouds about a half mile, Eli Taylor was united in marriage
distant to the mill. The mill wac eon-' February 14, 1565 to Miss Rachael
sidered the best in thix section of e Sheler of Grand Rapids. To their un-
Jcountry.  Mr. Garrison néxt built a ion was bory six children, four boy s
saw mill whick would cut 7500 and two girls, five of whom are- s|
‘of lumber a day, and in a short living. They ure Mrs: Elizabeth K¢
time he added & rotary saw. It eclips. rank A. Taylor and Eimer Taf-
‘:d” mill on the Wisconsin river™ | lor all of Minot, South Dakota, Emery
ade | aylor why lives in Bend, Oregou, i
. He began hﬁl' bounus, piers; and I'rc Caspec Youngehild of Nekoosa.
He had the boom-{ Mrs “Ta; diei fifteen yeur; ago
umd islands which u-l Mu. Tayior eliisted in the U,
Grand Rapids to within' Army, Deember 1864 in 11y
dth Biron mill. The . Wi nuu vVoluntver lnlmury
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