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(twenty-fourth  distriet, feeling
could not do justice to both positiona,
He has been u member of the library

1 He resigned from the hoard when | is one of the most magnificent
l,he was elected State Senator from the ings in this city and stamds as

he ument of great thivgs accomplished.

Fleeted Senator In 1916
At the November plection of

Wisconsin Rapids

-

a -
| Who’s Who
The Who's Who column

e i

in the Wisconsin Rapids ‘Dail
include a brief sketch of the
have helped make history for Wisconsin /Rapida.

s

will be run each Saturda
Tribune. It wi{l
fe of citizens who

[

R Isaac Phelps Witter '

. 1916,
bosird for the past twenty-one years Mr. Witter was eleetad by a big ma.
and has acted ax its treasurer during jority to the State Senate on the re-
rall that time. He has interester him- publiean. ticket. His opponent was R,
sell particularly in the J. D. Witrer' W, Mork of Neillsville. During the
.'l'u.\('lliuv, .l.iinurie« which  was  the first two years in the senate he serve
irst coufity library system in
stote Wisconsin, the sucde s
,which was an umbition of his, Held High Honors

“' . Adrists Library The following . two years -he was
i From the few original libraries, the elected chairman of the committee of
number. increased té dh-tases. Wi conmittess, an honor setond only to
 Witter has alwaysfolC it s duly 10 'the preddescy of the senate, He wis
keep alive every interest which wa.'at this tinw offered the chairmanship

of ccmmittee,

1' but of our dreams and visions of the

'future we all establish our lives, and
‘follow our own precepts, be they good
or bad. We are all builders, either
on the solid rocks of life's foundution
or in the shallow sands of time. We
shape our future from the date we

Clussed among the colid builders,
is the subject of our sketch, Isaac
Phelps Witter, only son of Mr. “and
Mrs, Jere Delos' Witter. He was born
in Wisconsin Rapids May 11, 1873, in
the house on Third Street South di-
rectly opposite the Lacy Horton home.

'Has Lived Here Long
When he was two  years

~

old, he
home on the same street, a few blocks
west, which was among the most pa-
latial residences in this city at that
time. Upon the death of his father,
the property reverted to the son, who
later removed the -old homestead and
built the handsome structure he now
occupies as a family residence:

Learned Banking Here .

Mr. Witter attended the Howe
High School from which he graduat-
ed in June 1891 under W. H. Luehr.
During the following year he worked
in the Bank of Grand Rapids, under
the tutelnge of his father, the pioneer
banker of Wisconsin Rapids,

In 1892 Mr. Witter entered the
University of Wisconsin at Madison,
taking the civie history course. While
at the University, the Theta Delta
Chi fraternity was organized and he
was one of its charter members. He
was also nn active member of the
Philomathian Debating Society, one
of the prominent debating societies
of the university. '

Studied In ‘Furope |

After spending three years in Mad-
ison, he was given the choice of eith-
er finishing the course at the univer-
sity or spending one year in Europe.
Choosing the latter, he traveled ex-

~

England, returning to Berlin where
he studied in one. of the academies
for six months, specializing in Ger-
man and Finance,

In 1899 he again entered the Bank
of Grand Rapids acting as teller and
the following year was elected vice
president. His father died in 1902
and a large responsibility fell on his

|

are old ¢nough to consider what oc- |
cupation we will choosze in our journ-
tey through life.

moved with his parents to their new |

tensively through Italy; France and |

!

ISAAC PHELPS WITTER

shoulders.,
er's death, the Consolidated Water
Power & Paper company was still un-
developed although he had a  large
~hare of responsibility in it.
Follows Father's Plans

It has been the great desire of: lhel~
son to carry out in full his father's
intentions and this work of further
development has been carried on
through the untiring efforts of Mr.
Witter and his brother-in-law George
W. Mead. Todny the Consolidated
Water Power & Paper Company
ranks among the foremost paper
manufacturing concerns.

Along with this development came
the building of the Grand Rapids
Milling Company,; now the Jackson
Milling Company which is one of the
substantial industries of the city. Mr.
Witter was elected president of the
company and continues to serve in
that capacity. )

" Became Board Member 2

In 1900 Mr. Witter was  elected a !
member of the school board, taking
his father’s place, when he resigned.
During his service with the board the
Edison School on the west side was
built, and it was largely through his
efforts that the sum bequeathed by,
this father to the Board of Education
{was used for the erection of the Wit-
ter manual training =chool building.

|
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_being connected with the

At the time of the fath-|

glc\fl him by bhix father, fully believing of the corporztion committer, one of
ithat in the building up of these in- the major committees, which he did
“dustries, the community has - benefit- not accept, but did accept the ehair-
tedl therehy, manship of the drainage committee,
{  He is the president of the Johnson which was o special commiltes to ean-
[& Hill Company department  store, gjder the drainage laws of the state.
one of the largest department <tores Through this commmeé. Lwo more

o in the stute, and is also one of the inportant diuinage laws, were enact-

(directors of the Ahdawagam
Products Co.
| Heads First National - tould e active in this work a: =0
Mr. Witter wax a strong advocate o.eh Lund in Wool county was effect-
of the merging of the First Natinnal «j by this law. He it a member of the
‘Bank and the Bank of Grand Rapids, advicory hoard of Wireonsin Lakes
‘and upon the completion of the nmier-) 400 Purks Association. He is a a2nd
| ger, was elected its president. While ! jogree Mason, ar Hk‘.uul a Rotarian
the has been interested in many things, ' anid alo a member of the Chamber of
.the wreater part of his life has been (ommerce, .
Hargely devoted to banking ~business, | Loval American Citizen
Bank of 1y, peligious faith, he i« an Episco-
| Grand Rapids for many years. tHe palian, and i< Junior Warden and
was also one of the hoand of directors| treosurer of  St.. John's
of the First Nutional Bank, previous| chuveh in which both he and his wife
'te the merger. The new bank build-| . carnest workers.
'ing on Grand avenue in which the| .
.merged banks moved October 6, 1921, (Continued on Page 7).
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Paper'ed, the genera) drainage law and the

]
(Continued from Page 3) '

l g On Juve 27, 1900, lsaac. Phelps Wit- |

the o! as a member of the corporation’s '

facm drninage law, Mr. Wilter felt he

Episcopal

!, Mr. Witter is brogdminded. charit- "

. \ter was united In marriage to Miss ©
| Churlotte Livingstone Gibson of Des- !

Moines, a former Wisconsin Rapid: €
girl. They have one child, a son, Je.o*
Delos. N v

(all his acquaintances. K. gene. osity |

is always proven by hix ri -y charit]
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‘to be a solid builder in  the

i s,

}

able, loyal to his friends and . 2d (o ¥

s

able deeds, and he has prove: himsolf
steady ¢
rmmarch of progreas of 'Wisconsin Rap-'t
| b

: 13

>

-+ g F &3‘_.:",‘_’
PAGE THRER ﬁ |
T— iy
w A

.
P

|



