JOHN RICHARD RAGAN

“Nothing succeeds like success™ is
an oft repeated saying, and to reach
its goal means grit, energy, endurance
and bard work, and although the com-
bination is strenuous, yet when one
reuches the top rung he feels his ef-
forts have not been in vain. We bave
many residents in this city who enjoy
the full meaning of the raying, and
among whom is included our worthy
townsman, John R. Ragan. -

John Richard Ragan was the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Ragan, who
emigrated from the County of Cork,
Ireland, to the States in the
‘year 1949, crossing the seas in a sail-
ing vessel. It took six weeks from the
time they left the land ‘of the sham-
:rk until they landed in New York

City.

During the voyage there was sick-
ness aboard the vessel, and Mrs. Ra-
gan fearing her son Patrick, who was
one of her two children, might share
the fate of some of the other emi-
grants, and be thrown overboard into

it wt least insured safety.
Borw In lowa
The Ragan family continuéd their
journey from New York City to SByra-
cuse where they resided for a time
and later moved to Farley, lowa,
where their son, John, was born No-
vember 16, 1862, and where he attend.
ed the country school until twelve
years of age. He then jed
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furniture
George W.
on  Second
remained in the same

The business Increased so greatly
that the bullding became too small to
hold his stock and ori July 1, 1919 he
moved his stock of furniture into the

Active In Association )
an
buried

1908, he served as president of the|'
Wisconsin Funeral Directors Associa-
tion. Later he served two years as a
member of the State Embalmer’s Ex-

Board and is a member of
the Legislative Board of the Associa
twon.,

He has attended nearly every na-
tional convention of the association
since he came to this city, and at the
lagt ene, held October 12 0 H, 1921,
at San Antonlops Texas, was appointe|
a member of the National Funeral Di-
reciors Association for 1921 and 1922

Served On Scheol Board

Mr. Ragan is a member of SS. Pot-
er & Paul’s Catholic Church of this
city, a member of the Catholic
Rnights of Wisconsin, a member of
the Catholic Order of Foresters, a
member of the B. P. O. E., the order
of Eagles, tha Modern Woodmen of
Awmerica, and the E. F. U.

He has served eight years as «
member of the Board of Educatior. |
during .which time the Edison sehool|
building was built. He is a member of |

father to Lake Chetek, Wis. The jour-
ney was made in a lumber wagon
drawn by two heavy work horses
which brought them to their destina-
tion after a hard and tiresome jour-
ney of nine days.

Mr. Ragan's father entered 3 home-
stead claim at Moose Ear Creek near
lake Chetek. The land was also near
the home of Mr. Ragan's daughter,
Mre. H. J. Dixon with whom the fath-
er and son resided for three years. At
the end of that time Mrs. Ragan and
her seven children joined her husband
and son John at Chippewa Fulls
where they settled for a time.

During the winter months John at-
tended the public school and worked
at various occupations during the
summer months.

His grandparents had not been in
sufficient financial circumstances to
pay for the education of their ‘chil-
dren, and the p lizing its ne-

|
the Poob Association, ix a |
Rolarian and @ member of the Cham-
ber of Commerce. He has served for
the past eighteen years as secretary
of the Calvary Cemetery Associatioi. .

On December 27, 1898, John Richard |
Ragan and Miss Anna Hinterthuer
were united in marriage at St. Pat-
rick's Catholic church in. Neenah at a
Iigh Nuptial Mass, read by Rev. Wil-
lism DeKalver, a former pastor of the
loeal Catholic church.

Three children have been borm to
them, two daughters and one son, twu
of whom are still living. The eldest,
daughter died in infancy. His son, /g
| Pred, is associated with him in the |y,
Furniture and Undertaking bn'knesn.!‘.
and his daughter, Marguerite, "is &)
member of the High School faculty at &
Iror  Mountain, Mich., where .«he(
teaches dramatic art.

Mr. Ragan enjoys not only & large ®

b

cessity, deprived themselves of many
necessities that their sons and daugh-
ters might gain what they had lost.
Mr. Ragan believes that the children
of today do not realize the great bene-
fits they have in the splendid - free
schools.

Finished High Scheol

Mr. Ragan's first work in Chippewa
Falls was as a chore boy for two
seasons for John Rumsey. His wuyes
were ten dollars per month, including
board and room. At the end of the
two scasons he worked for the Chip-!
pewa Lumber Boom Co. during vaca-
tion time, and finished his high schooi
education at the age of seventeen
years.

He next entered-the employ of the
W. T. Dalton company, ggneral mer-
chandise branch store at Cadot, and

remained with -them for three years|

when the company retired from busi-
ness and were succeeded by Mr. Rag-

continued in the same line of business|

for ten years. ’
Bought Hurley Business
In the spring of 1887 Mr. Ragan
v.ent to Hurley, intending to establish
~ . branch stope, but on his arrival
found all lines of merchandise groatly

oerdone with the of
" furnjture and

“Thers was only one store of the kind
iu the.city, which was owned by J,
Porter whe was offering the stock

sale. \
Aithough Mr. Ragan no
. enre vhwn.rlnmhlhh:b'o
ered it a good investment and he ant
his brother Michael
bustnes sand both the
und Hurley étores, Johu R.

—
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I in this city, but is well
and favorably knpwn by many people
throughout the %,niml States. He is
a mun not onl§y of keen business judg-
ment, but is alive to the business in-
terests, welfare, and improvement of
Wisconsin Rapids and is always will-
ing to be of ~assistance with both
money and work to -kl‘ in gvery wuy.
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