e ETEEIETTTT e

~ Who's Wbo In Wiseonsn_ Rapuls ids
The Who's Who column will be run each Sai -]

in the Wisconsin Rapidy % Tribune. _It i
U
el e it of B b gt o e

R

neo

John Roberts

JOHN ROBERTS

John Robérts, the subject of this
“#ketch, was born on Feb. X, 1881 on
the farm of his parents in the town of
Courtland, Columbia County, Wiscon-
sin, and is of Welsh descent, his moth-
ed being born in Wales, England, anil
while his father was born in * this
country, hix father’s father and moth-
er were horn in Wales. | His father's
name was Richard 'S, Roberts who
was the son of Samuel Roberts, one of
the  plonter wettters  of  Colambix
County, who took up a Government
hemestead In the year 1849, On his
. mother's side, Mr. Roberts is decended
from men who acquired considerable
prominence in the Welsh ministry.

Shortly after John Robert's bisth,
his parents moved to Portage, Wis-
conxin, where his father entered rail-
rowd work, was a railroad conductor
up to the time of his death in 1902,
John reccived his early education in
Portage, was graduated from the
High school there in 1900, and there-
after engaged in several lines of wotk,
including working in manufacturing
Pants, raflroad work. The déath of
his father in 1902 caused Mr. Roberts
to return to Columbus, Wisconsin
where he taught school for one year.
He then entered the University  of
Wisconsin, at Madison, taking a yéar's
work there, and then took a yéar's
work at  Milwaukee State Normal
School from which he was graduated
early in 1906, He taught the remain-
der of that school year in the Milwzu-
kee school, and then followed thrce
years work as school principal at Gra-
tiot, Wisconsin.

Entered Law School in 1909

While teaching school, Mr, Robe ts
began the study of law at Madison,
during the summer sessions, and ot-
tended three summer sessfons, secut-
ing one years credits in this way, He
then entered the law  school in  the
regular course in 1909 and receivad
his law degice and was admiitéd to
practice in  the state and Federal
Courts in June 1911, During part of
the time Mi. Roberts was at the Uni-
ver-ity he was employed - in the statis-
tical department of the railroad rate
commission,

Mr. Roherts came to Wisconsin Ra-
pids on July b, 1911, very shortly after
hi. graduation, and was employed as|
a:astant atterney in the law office ol‘
Attorney D, D, Conway of Wiieon in|
Rapids, with whom ie remained il
the rpring of 1913, at which time he
opened a law office of hi. own in tue|
Wood County Realty Building. He
has maintamed hi: oflice in that build-
Mg since that time. |

Named District Attorney |

In the fall of 1914 Mr. Roberts was |
the Repubiican nominee for the of :el
of Di trict Attorney of Wood Count y,
and in the clection following he wa
elected ta the oftice, after a spirited
contest with D. D. Conway, his former
employer, who was the Democratic
nominee for the zame office. Two
vears liter in 1916, Mr. Roberts was
re-elocted for the second term over C.
B. Edwards of Marshfield, Democratic
nominee, by a substantial majority.

During the war, Mr, ' Roberts was
Chairman of the Speakers Bureau for
the eastern half of Wood County, and
had charge of the Speakers Bureau
during all of the eampaigns for the
various Liberty loans for the. same
section of teiritory.

He is a member of the Congrega-
tional chureh, is a Rotavrian, an Eik, a
member of Bull-Eye Country Club,
He is alderman from the Third Ward
and ia president of the C coun-
c

.Mr. Roberts was married on June 2,
1917 to Mary Daly Pomainville, and |
four children have been bomn to them,
three sons and one daughter. l




