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interested in u:;‘ bal‘sa
nﬂuw ank, with a capital of
whi¢h was oversubscribed

’s time, with one hundred

holders, lnd on March

!9. lﬂl! the bank opened its doors
for budneu. in the bnx{dh:g on Grand
Aveénue, now occupied e Cozy ca-

fe.

With the increasing business the|
buildings was inspfficient to take cate'l
of the work properly, and in 1916,
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Joseph A Cohen
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Today J. A. Cohén, former Mayor

of Wisconsin Rapids and one of the

“city's best known business men, is the
subject.

Joseph Abraham Cohen, son of Mr.

. and Mrs. Isanc Cohen, was born Feb-|

Merchandise store in the building
now occupied by the Beardsley Gro-
cory store.
Added Branch- Stores

The store was under the manage-
!mmt of J. A. Cohen. Within three
yeafs' time the three brothers added
six brafich stores which were located
at Waupaca, Stanley, Wausau, Mer-
rill, Rice Lake and Stevens Point,
which have all been closed except the
{J. A. Cohen & Bros." store at Ler-

rill.
hilt e Building

In the year 1 & new modern
brick building was erected on Mr.
Cohen's lot on First Street North and
when tompléted the stock of goods ré-
moved to the new quarters, where
Mr. Cphei remained in chnm until
July 1, 1919, thea stock was
transférred t6 the erﬂll store, and
the buiflding leased to J. R. Ra;
wherg“he conducts & furniture

Blected Mayor In 1912
At the spring election of 1912 Mr.
Cohen was elected mayor of the city,
.:y a big majority over three oppos-
ing candidates and 1¥ the only candi-
date of this city who ever ran with

fuary 12, 1869, at Alecki
of Berlin.

He attended-school in Brody, Aus-
tria, until twelvg years of age and
after leaving school commenctd clerk-
ing in stores in that country

In the spring of 1880 lu- leTt his
native land for the United States, ar-

riving in New York City and contin- ed

uing his journcy to Milwaukee, where
he clerked for a short time in the
Slcmmcyerl Co. general store.
Moved to Neenah

He remained in Milwaukee ~ until
carly in the spring of 1891, when he
went to Neenah and engaged in bus-
iness in a general store with his bro-
thers Max and .Nate. They continu-
ed the business in that city for. one
year and on May 20, 1891 d

and carried every ward.
He was reelected at the following el-
setion without opposition.

paving was begun and wlumrb
and were |

owing to vnm lh.r!l[! the pumping
station on Oak Strcet was also instal-

|| City Bought Electric Plant /

| nder his direction, the electric
1 igl %lnt was taken over by the
|city. He also created a sinking fund
‘la build the City Hall on the West
During his term of office the swim-
ming pbol, one 6f the greatest benefits
‘o the city, was built and he also aid-
{ed at all times and in many ways for
the city's benéfi

the goods to Wisconsin ids and
opened up l‘he Cohen Bros.® General

e ————

Side and left ten thousand dollars in
Organized Citizens Bank

he fund when he went out of office.
During the summer of 1912, Mr.
P 1

his administration the work of street]

Mz, Cohen befan the erection of the
new Titizens' Bank building on Grand

Avenue, which is one of the best
bnlldinp in the city.
In July 1917, business was com-

menced in-the new quarters. Mr. Co- |
I hen has been the bank's president cv-
ler since its organization.

Active During War | |
| During the late world war he was |
chairman of the Red Cross Socicty,
chairman of the northern division o{l

Drive and liberally subscribed to ev-
ery call for need at all times, work-
ing in every way to aid and help the
cause.

He has always responded financial-
<ly when asked to donate for charity
iox- give toward anything for the ben-

efit of the city, being very liberal with
his donations.
Is Republican

He is a republican in national af-
fairs, but in county and city politics,
chooses the man he considers will best

fill the duties of the office to wluchl
he is elected.
(Conunncd on next page)

Mr. Cohen is active in lodge circles,
ng & member of the Masonic or-
the 1. 0. O. F., the Rebekahs, the

B. P. 0. Elks and Moose. He has been
treasurer of the local lodge of Odd
!'ollnu for the past twenty-five

{ L

Ir Cohen is a quiet, genial gen- i
tleman, is fond of outdoor lifc and |
great deal of his time during the
summer months is. spent at hi< pleat-

* ant cottage on the banks of Luhe Hi-

yon.

" Joe Cohen, as he is most gener: ‘I)‘r
known, is a man who has won his
spurs in a land where he came as a
stranger, with more of a hnnd.cup|
than most men of businegs. Through|
practicing  carcful economy, good |
business judgment and combining
foresight and initintive he ha< been |
able to accumulate a substantial for
tune and enguge in affairs prominent

ly in thig eity. |

The king of England owns
14ng live the king!
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