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history for Wisconsin Rapids.

Mr. Billmeyer
| home in this city,
Mrs. Billmeyer

.

Mrs. Lﬁdwenéi-Bﬁllmeyef

of this city, and alse of the alter so-
has proven a genuine help

and careful
hard in man;
money to educate and bring
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'| northeast from the-Public Library was,

Stumps in Streets

In those days the streets were filled
with stumps,.and the small town was|
surrounded with dense forests. Indians
were numerous and would go from
house to house begging food and often
when refused would threaten the lives
of the women and children, who stood
in deadly fear of them.

The following spring after Mrs
Billmeyer arrived here, there was a
big snow storm on May 6th, which
tied up traffic, byt roads were soon|
cleared and ho; and mules again
resumed their work.

The lait house on the street leading

the Joseph Wood homestead on Wash-|
ington Avenue, on whick is now erect-
ed one of the most beautiful homes
in the city. owned and occupied by Mr.
Wood's son, F. J. Wood and his wife.
Ancient History Recollections
Al were - held —in

o >

" Mre, Lodwena Lambach Billmeyer
" Among the innumerable perzons
who left their native shores early in
life to seek a new home in the far

M ‘Huall, the music for dancin
parties was furnished by Spafford
Martini who had won fame as being
the very best fiddlers in this section
ol the country.

how Joseph

family who by her honest and worthy
examples have grown dp to be honor-
able American citizens. For the past
eight years she hay lived with her
daughter, Mrs. Joseph Fishe: and
family in their comfortable home on
Eleventh street north, where she is
kindly and lovingly cared for.

__£he his been cunfired to her home
the greater part of the time since Jin-
uary. 12th, when she fell off the porch
in the rear of the house to the icy
ground -and sustained injuries from
which she has never fully recovered.

It is just such God fearing and
hunorable persons as Mrs, Billmeyer
who help in many ways to make a bet-
ter world, andswho are a great eredit
to the community in which they re-
side.

“wd and John Wagner owned -ml
and undertaking

_ years, leaving there with their two!

dn‘hun. Mary and Rosa. March 19,
868, aboard the steamer Saxonia, one’

d&thﬂ that

own
At llunhu th big trunk which
held their possessions was rokcn

~open and relieved of the-
of its contents, the thlﬂ!)l h'l ng

to everything,
leaving the family with lmk elothlnx
o Ride Cost $15 _ |
]ﬁcr a long and tiresome journey |
across the waters the little family,
. reached New York City, and from
continued their journey to the
mﬂl town o{Chkuo they proceed-)
ed farther on to New Lisbon toward
their final destination, and finally
reached Wisconsin Rapids, paying $15
for the tedious and vough ride. - |
‘The entire fare for the journey fmml
New York City, cost the sum of $91.|
On reaching here they travelled on|
stone quarry one and|
east of this city, owned by '
‘ood where Mrs. Billmeyer's!
ily resided, her husband |
employ o, Mr. Wood. The!
there r for a
Mr. Billmeyer bought a!
and Jot on which is now.
north, and moved the

new home. The prop-
present owned by Mrs, Bill-
Anton Jr- Mr. Billmeyer
mason could find no Work ! s
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returned every 'snnr-.
day night to his home here, making |
the journey on foot, there being no
public mvtynnu carrying pnsenz!rxl
between the two towns. He often car-|
ried a sack of lour home on his shoul. ‘
ders for the family needs.

ellings Here

When the Billmeyer family came
the town contained a very few
dwellings and only two or three busi-|
« neas places. No school houses and enly |
one ¢! , the Cathiolic Church which
nlumdnlhllhvfthepnmti

church of that denomination.
Billmeyer is of that faith, and it was'
shortly after her coming here that the|
mew church was built, and means and
wn'&amunlhmouym
pay for it. Among other things was/
a fair which was held in the music hall|
situated on the

with & sum of $1700.00
which was quite a help in financing|
the new venture- i

| store on what It now the E. P: Arpis

saile thei.

lot, and which was then o field, Mr.
Wagner manufactured the fumniture

they sold.
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