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Peter McCamley °.

Peter McCamley
Peter McCamley, son of John and

Catherine  Turley McCamley, was
+borh at Kemosha, Wis, April 15,
1850, where he lived until seven

with

years of age, when he came
his parents to Saratoga. The
ney: was made
drawn by a yoke of oxcn.

His father bought a farm in Sara-|
toga on which Peter worked and
lived with his parents until fourteen
years old. H4 then left the- farm
and entered into  the employ of
Francis Biron, one of the carly day

lamber kingrs of this vicinity.  He
worked at lumbering and  logging
for Mr. Biron for a perio® of ten

years, after which time he learned
the® wagon mukers’ trade of Joseph
Hasbrouck, following it for _ three
years: .
Plected Sherifl” in” 1887
In the year 1876, Phillip Ward was
eleeted sheriff of Wood County and
appointed Mr. McCamley his under-
sheriff during his term of office. At
the fall election of 1887 he succecded
Mi. Ward as sheriff of the county.

'c(l on the site of the brewery build-
ling on First stheet north.

| Recallx 1880 Fire and Flood
| The following year proved the
| most disastrous of any in this city.
| The Rablin House which was then
ono of the best hotels in the state,

{ever tried in this county was held.

A young man the name of Fred
Fenner of Westfield had purchased
a pair of mules of an old German
farmer by the. name of Hessler,
agreeing to pay him when
reached Sherry. When they arrived
at Mill Creek within two miles of

was burned to the ground, and Harry
| Compton, one of the firemen, while

strucic him on the Mr. Comp-
ton. never fully re

linjury. _ Two days

was seriously injur- |
» of cornice which | old man's brain, killing him instant-

vered {rom the |
Howi the

Sherry, Ferner drove off the main

| road into the nearby woods and,

drawing & gun, fired two shots in the

ly. He then beat his skull to a

hotel fire, the waters in the Wiscon-
sin river began to rise and mnﬂnm‘d{
until the whole main street for block |
was under water. J. L. Ferguson,|
{while in the rear of his hardware
I store trying to protect his property '
| went down in the raging waters and
hid .body was never seen again.
When the waters had receded the
strects were filled with logs, stumps
old slabs and all sorts of flood trash,
and were impassable. At this r(‘m‘
# heated discussion arose - between
the residents as to rebuilding Main |
street on the *top of the hill" which
is now known as Eighth street. The
business owners on the old location
kravely protested and”in a short |

- |time they won out and Main street |

waes rebuilt in its present location.
Entered Hardware Business |
At the end of his term as sheriff
Mr. McCamley
botight the remainder of ‘the Ferga-{
son hardware stock te which they ad-|
ded new supplies and on January
1, 1881 they formed a copartnership |
under the firm name of McCamley |
and King. They remained together
a8 business partners for about a year
when Mr. King sold his half-intcrest |
to McCamley, which he sold to E. C.|
Bariseau. These two continued to-|
gether in business until 1882 when
McCamley sold his half interest to |
Parisear and again entered the po-!
litical ficld, as candidate for sheriff.
ile was again clected to this office.. |
The present court hoase  was |
built in 1881 during’ which time Mr. |
McCamley was one of the members |
1 of the County Board of Supervisors. |

On October 20, 1870, Mr. McCam~) A very bitter fight arose between

ley was united in marriage to Miss
Margaret Hannifin of  Centraiia
Direetly following the wedding Mr.
McCamley and  his  bride took up
their residence for several wecks at
the Roach House. hey afterwards
moved to the Sheriff’s’ residence
the old court house which whs ¢

\
ol

Central Pittsville, and Marshfield,
who wanted the county seat removed |
fand all claiming thé best location. !
| For fear of an injunction being serv-
od_preventing the_ building of the |

)

‘| 7 Captare Murderer

and E. 8. King/ city
|| await trial, sand on account of his

In the meantime Fenner Rad
turned to Adams county where *he
afterwards gave himself to the
district roey and sl of that
county, He was brought back o this

and placed in the county jail to

?

| treachiery was closely watched. One
of the duties of the prisoners was
to scrub the jail floor. One time
| while engaged in the” work, Fenner

| obtained an axe handle under thee
pretense of wanting to mix the
compound they were uging to clean |
the floors. At an unguarded moment
et —————

Thermo-Seal

Appointed Postmaster |
Following hig second election as|
sheriff, Mr. McCamley was appointed |
postmaster, January 13, 1886 for a!
term of four years, under Grover
Cleveland’s  administration.
postoflice was in the same building |
and premises now occupied by
Beardsley's Grocery Store.  During

7

3 he
Treasurer by the County Bosrd to
the unexpired term of Peter
Bever. P S

Tils mext venture was timg :np"
and purchaser of supplies for Daly

Five childrem have ‘been born fo
| Mr. and Mrs. McCamiey, alf of whom
|are still living.  They ¢
daughters, Mrs. P. L. Steib and Miss
Elizabeth McCamley of this city
and Mrs. Arlie Gullickson of Stevens
| Point; and two soms, Howard
Kenneth both of this city. Kenneth
| is manager of the hardware depart-

i

| (Continued on next page)
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