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Wisconsin Rapids

.

The Who's Who column will be run each Saturda
in the Wisconsin Rapids Dail 2
include a brief sketch of the life of citizens who
have helped make history for Wisconsin Rapids.
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WALTER SEYMOUR GARDNER

Wajter Seymour Gardner, onc of
the well known residents, who has
lived the greater part of “his life in
Wi sin Rapids, is a son of Mr. and
lmllllnm Gardner. His
was born in Londonberg, Canada, and
came from that city to Lansing, lowa.
His mother was a native of Saxony,
Germany, emigrating with her par-

ents to this country in the carly fif-

ties, going directly to Lansing, Ia.,
where she met Mr. Gardner to whom
she was later joined in marriage.

Their only son Walter was born in
Lansing, June 10, 1859, In the spring
of 1866 his parents moved to Rudolph,
Wis,, on what is known as the old
Pat Nash farm. Walter attended the
country school at Rudolph, which gwas
known as the John Piel school. .

Moved Here in 1891

In the spring of 1871 the family
moved from Rudolph, to what wasx
then Centralia, where the father had
built 8 farm house on the river bank
di opposite the Mott & Wood
Creamery. After their arrival Wal-
ter, attended the Centraila public
school, tanght ‘by Clarence Hamilton.
The school house stood on the grounds

whero the west side market ».qunn-l

now 1is.
Walter's first moncy wils earned in

father

of the Yukon river, finally reaching
Dawson City, July 15. They prospee-
tedd Tor gold Auring the Fpring and
|

frummcr for threo seasons, returiing
110 -the states cach winter,

Ieturned to Northiland |

Mr, Gawdner left Alaka on No:

ivember 18, 1806 arviving in Scattle,
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!
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| Washington, December where he
| remained for a <hort time, and then |
| came bacl to this city for a ten days'
Ivisit #t the home of his parents, el
theny rctorned to the eat and with
{Kirk Blackmore, left San Jose and |
|again went prospecting for gold, this
time going 260 miles north of Seitik, |
!Almkn They returncd the samid fall
to San Jose, where Mr. Gardner re-
maincd urtil the following »pring and
came back here and worked at his!
trado as carpenter. F
' Moved Out Wes? |
After the deuth of his parents, ."l.}
.(;md:;-u’ agoin heard the call of thu;
ywest, with its promises and started
lin that direction to look for a location |
visiting Seattle and Spokanc, Wash,, |
and Lewiston, ldahe, finally deciding |
| to loeate at Spokanc where he beecame |
, & building contractor and built five|
tbennitiful regidences.
l.ie neat location was at Millwood, |
v small station six micls cast of Spo- |
kane where he worked two and a half |
years on the mill buildings of the In-|
land Empire Paper Co., and after it i
cgmplction worked for one year as)
mill wright for the same company. !
The {olénwm;; year he ngain rhunp-lr
his residenee, going to St. Mary's, |
Idaho, where he was employed for one |
yeur as mill wright for the St Ma-l
ry’. Lumber Company. !
Carpenter at Missoula '
The wanderlust again sdized him.'
and he skifted the seenes of his activ- |
itics, going to Missoula, Montana, !
{ where he onee more followed his trade |
as carpenter, and worked for threc!
!lnonlbs on the completion of a Iurgtl
| hotel being built in that city.
| His next move was to Butte, Mon-
itana, where he continucd his trade as
|darpenter fintil the great miners’
| ®rike of 1913, He then decided  to,
| return to this city of order and peace
[to spend the remainedr of his life.
Served as Alderman
Mr. Gardner was uppointed under- |

packing shingles. and. catching lum- | *heriiT of Wood coufity when George |
ber which had broken)loose from the! H: Smith was clected to the office ofi
rafts coming over the rupi‘da. At sherifi. Heowas elected alderman of
:he‘hmnoé f;mrtcﬂ;‘. h‘.l “.ahl,l.,,;lﬂo'“.': llllm'-ixn :-"n'u_“ ::ul:l"x‘n‘tdl(l:; ::--rl::: o: !
n the R.C. Lyon shingle mill, located | #4718, @i s e X serve a |
on part of u,t, gr;umﬁ(now Ofl‘upl:ﬂi" cond term ut the following clection, |
by the Consolidated Water Powor &| which officc he served”until about a
Paper company year ago, when he moved into the
Icighlh ward, into

Worked in Saw Mill

After nine years service in the Ly-
on saw mill, he went to Vesper to be-
come mill manager of the Sherry-
Gerry-Cameron Lumber Co.,, which
positen he occupied for thice yvars.

His next field of labor ‘was Port
Edwards where he packed  shingle
for four, yecars-at the John Edward
Shingle Mill./ At the clo:c of his
four years' work at Port Edvards, he
returned to Centralin when he chang-
ed his occupation to that of a ecarpen-
ter, working on the E. C. Ros-10i res
idence which was being built on th
lots opposite the Dixon Hotel unl
now occupicd by the Standard (1l
Station.

Went To Alaska
When the Alaskan gold craze wa

his new home in!
| Lyon's Park. !
! During his terms of office as ulder-|
man, MY. Gardner has been chairman |
|of the Finance Committee, chairman
of the General Business Committee, |
land was also chairman of the com-'|
| mittce which  purchascd  the La|
IFrunce fire engine for this city.
| He is a member of the First Con- |
| greational Church of this city, and|
was church janiter for the year 1920
| -2k He is a member of both the Ma-
sonic Ordcr and the Order of Eastern
Star. He is a life long Repoblican
and  has alwerys vated the striught.
ticket. He ix at present candidate
for Assessor ut the coming élection,
April 4. *
Married in 1901

at its_height, the lure of the gold O No"‘"!‘b‘"' 16, 1904, Mr. Gard-
struck him and on May 12, 1887 he D7 wa< united in marriage to Miss
left with a prospecting party com- ' *Hie ¢ uiringion, also of thix city.

posed of Reuben Lyon, Frank Hous-! M'. Gardner ix u mim of simyle,
ton and Henry Punter, for Daw.on ! Y-trimi habits, well” liked and well
City, Alaska, in ~carch for the pot of | K39w@ by nic many friends and uc-
gold. The party trayelled by rail | ®Uaintances in Wisconsin Rapids.

to Scattle, Washington, from where! -
they continued their journey by boat,| -The number of motorists who stali
and ‘landed in Skaguay where they | their.curs on ruilroad  erossings is
made their own boats, and portaged growing so fust it may overtake the
to Lake Lindeman, the head waters | brilliant jokesters who,rock the boat.
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